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LETTERS 
T O ; A 


Dr. WATERLAND: 


te \ 
= 
* — 
a 


Ss TR, 


HAVE lately read a Piece of yours, cal- 
led, Scripture Vindicated, im anſiver to a 
Book, intituled, Chriſtianity as old as the 
reation, I fat down to it, I confeſs, with 
ime kind of eagerneſs; expecting from the 
eat reputation of your name, as well as the 
feat importance of the ſubject, to find in it 
mmething ſolid and convincing, anſwerable 
the difficulty of the task you had under- 
en, of reconciling all the exceptionable paſ 
wes of Scripture to reaſon and morality. - 
But I had not entered far, before I per- 
wed the vanity of my expeCtation, and fore- 
the diſappointment I was like to ſuffer in 
hopes of entertainment and ſatisfaction 
7% from 


(2) 


from a work, which partly from its OWn ma. 


But 
ture, but eſpecially from your method of litle it 
| handling it, ſeems calculated rather to raiſe with h 
new ſcruples, than to quiet old ones; and to Will 0.4; 
expoſe the Scripture you are vindicating to rel WW ©hac's 
ridicule and contempt, than to convince either bund 
the Author you have to deal with, or an een ai 
others of ſceptical and unſettled minds: The WW {own 
reaſons of which opinion I ſhall without fu. i ole 
ther preface or ceremony proceed to explain rree of 
to you very freely. fince ar; 
; lometan 
Your Intraduction begins by opening to u mity ha 
the deſign of the Author you are confuting imagine, 
telling us, that hrs book is a declamatory i meer lig 
againſt revealed Religion, under colour of [ff the popu 
ting up natural Religion in its place; that E 1:m/e1y 
diſcovers in it #4200 pr incipal ends; the one, 1 life and 
viliſy the holy Scripture; the other, to mai ell as 
the law of Nature: In the firſt, you own M nnces ve 
deals frankly and from his heart; in che laue now. an, 
you charge him with hypocriſy and cave, an 
lation; aſſuring us, that all he ſays is but flan ale to 
and that in reality he is no more a friend MM; regarc 
Natural Religion than be is to Revealed. both by 1 
This you ſupport by declaring that Nat jor Natur 
ral Religion is ſo bound up in Revealed, Hr any th 
they cannot ſubſiſi ſeparately ; muſt Hand or fi ntrary, 
rogether; and conſequently, if he bad dener par 
Friend to one, it is not conceivable how he c tian 
be an adverſary to the other. % Yireu 


r butdence 


Fo | 


(8) 


But this, Sir, I'm afraid will make but 


| of WW licle impreſſion on your adverſary; will paſs 
aile WY wich him for meer begging the queſtion ; meer 
d to Wl words without weight or conſequence; or 
ren WWW what's ſtill worſe, will, when examined, be 
cher WW fund to be falſe; for had not Natural Reli- 
an) BY vin a ſubſiſtence before Chriſtianity was ever 
the WW known to the world? and did not many by 
f- its ſole influence attain to ſuch an exalted de- 
plan WY cree of virtue, as few or none have ever 
fince arrived at? and at this very day in Ma- 
lametan and Idolatrous Nations, where Chriſti- 
ng ey has no influence, is it not neceſſary to 
uting imagine, that there are many, who by the 
7 he meer /ight of Reaſon ſee thro the cheat of 
F the prpular Religion, and by its help form to 
hat be themſelves ſome other more rational rule of 


life and manners? and laſtly, in our own as 
well as other Chriſtian countries, however 
monce:vable it may be to you, yet. all who 
know any thing of the world, will eaſily can- 
crve, and actually find it a very common 
caſe, to meet with men who with little or 


riend Wo regard for Revealed Religion, yet expreſs 
d. both by words and actions a great reverence 
* Nager Natural; of which number your Author, 
lea, ler any ching I know, or you have faid to the 
d or f ntrary, may poſhbly be one: for ſince in 


very part of his work he profeſſes a very 
gb notion of the excellency of Reaſon, Truth 
nd Virtue ; profeſſes to believe 4 God, 4 
Troidence, @ future flate; both reaſon and 

| B 2 charity 


charity oblige us to look upon him as ſincere, 


(4) 


throw? 


till we are forced to think otherwiſe by ſome knchol 
particular knowledge or information of his e oug! 
real life and character. "oft ae 
But no thanks, you tell us, are due, to WM auſe it 
perſons for commending Virtue, which all te (1fers i 
world admires, and envy ſelf muſt praiſe, all jou give 
which even its enemies are forced to pay a r Scondly 
rence and veneration to. Now is not this va? vie 
little inconſiſtent, to charge men with a d ing all 
ſign to overthrow what themſelves, and a; 72 
the world beſides, muſt neceſſarily admi le; 221 
and pay a veneration to? and tho' their rere /; She 
rence, as you ſay, is but an aukward one, an karte aga 
what they are forced to againſt their wih lf 
yet is it poſſible to entertain a thought of de reduce 
ſtroying what the nature and neceſſity of thin: / me 
force them to reverence? What you mean H They 
an aukward reverence, I don't well unde e, &c. 
ſtand; but am certain, that if au ,a But thi 
be a mark of inſincerity, then Orthodoxy mu ot reaſont 
needs be undone, ſince I know none who palihords , / 
their reverence ſo aukwardly as ſome of i n 7 arg 
principal champions. | by facts 
Lou next explain the purpoſe of your den of {en 
work; deſigned, you ſay, to reſcue the word WF" crude a; 
God from miſrepreſentation and cenſure, fu bon. place 
the reproaches and blaſphemies of fooliſh ner every n 
and 'tis matter of melancholy confideration Wd uſed th 
Lou, that there ſhould be found men fo abault needs 


doned and profligate, as to ſhut their eyes agu 
light ; affront God to his face; take a [wan 
Y | | 4 | 


SY, 
throwing him back his favours, But how me- 
ancholy ſoever this conſideration may be, 
we ought not ſtill, it ſeems, to be ſhocked or 
badet at it, for two reaſons. Firſt, be- 
auſe it was propheſied, that there ſhould come 


| the BA bers in the laſt days; yet all the inſtances 
and WY jou give are of ſuch as came in the it days. 
eue. Kcondly, becauſe it is certainly known with 
his bat v/ews, and upon what motives they do it, 


being all an abandoned and profligate et of 
nen; taking a pride in affronting God to his 
face; whoſe affefFions are corrupt, whoſe deeds 
wil; the ſecret of whoſe counſels is to ſteel mens 
arts againſt a judgment to come, and lead them 
lind fold into Hell; 2 * real and only aim ts 


of de reduce the laws of God to the luſis and pa 
* thing Wins of men; to ſpate of all religious reſtraints, 
can e they may be at liberty to follow their plea- 
under , &c. a 
ard But this, good Doctor, to ſpeak freely, is 


bot reaſoning but railing; or, to uſe your own 
yords :, ſhews more of a 1 to revile, 
tun to argue and debate; and nll 'tis ſupport- 
1 by facts and proofs ſufficient to convince 
hen of ſenſe, will always paſs with ſuch for 
e crude and e cant of Bigots, the com- 
don. place ſtuff of declamatory Preachers: 
Ir every man, Who has practiſed the world, 
d uſed the converſation of men of letters, 


buſt needs have met with many perſons of 


e P. 67. 
| much 
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feandalous libel, 


ſome private letters, as you call them; ſignify 


ons of eternal damnation; or from the uma 
fare and l come in competition. Wil 


that you have reaſon to know the Authvr 


(6) 
much ſeeming honour, virtue; and fobrieq þ 
of life, who partly profeſs. to bave ſernply, 
partly an entire disbelief of all  Revelatin;f 
and what way, think you, is the mot likely 
to convince men of this character? Is it po] 
ſible to work any good upon them by the me. 
thod you here take; by telling them that 
they are profligate and abandoned, contemur 
F God, and enemies to Man? Is not ſuch 
treatment ſure to have a contrary effect? aui 
being conſcious to themſelves, that yo 
charge upon them is both falfe and maliciu 
inſtead of conſidering your book, as à tharita 
ble attempt to recover a ſoul from ruin, the 
will reject it with ſcorn, as an infamous an 


mmec 
which 
tn H 
home 
only. a 
ho ce 
from y 
when C 
could 
paſages 
ll like 
mble an 
magine 
Ween R 
genuous 
needs af 
bur muc 
which Pp 
Treſcribe 
Wards al 
Weuſation 
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le per; 
ir /becres, 
" any othe 
* brnts by 


After this general charge on all who cou 
at Scripture, you deſcend to fix it more par 
ticularly on the Author you have to do with 
this you do, firſt, by citing: #2wo paſſages fron 


ing that the intention of the writer of theq 
was 1% fave a foul from the diſmal apprebe 


neſs of mind which be is often under when ple 


Letters theſe are I know not, but preſum 
them to be the Author likewiſe of the b 
you are confuting ; or elſe with what ſen 
or juſtice 'can you impute to one man Wil 
another has ſaid or written? but you 40 


mmediately, this is the noble and generous aim 


% che riter 7 an concerned with Haft of 


n bis Preface. This indeed is charging him 


gy e with che /ame ſentiments; if he not 


ny avows them, but boafts of them: for 
ho could collect or imagine any thing leſs 
im your words? but I was much ſurprized, 
when conſulting his Preface on the occaſion, 
could not find a ſyllable of the letters or 
jo/ages juſt mentioned, nor any ſentiments at 
l like them, but the mention only of a 


4 able and generous defign, in having, as he 
__ magined, contrived rules to diſtinguiſh be- 
che een Religion and Superſtition. Such a difin- 


genuous way of forming an indictment muſt 
needs 1 be odious not only to the enemies, 
bur much more to the friends of a Religion, 
yhich prohibits ſo ſeverely all raſh cenſure ; 


us ON 


10 cau 
Ire pat 
3 With 
es fro b 


wards all men, and will not bear a railing 
acuſation even againſt the Devil himſelf, _ 

From charging him with other peoples ſen- 
iments, you come at laſt to convict him by 
u m telling us, that he gives broad hints 
n one place, that he looks upon incontinence in 
le perſons as one of the rights allowed by the 
Low Nature. If by incontinence he means, 


— 


r ſþectes, wirbout the intervention of a Priefh, 
F any other formality but mutual conſent ; had 
W bints been ſtill broader, they are but agree- 


able 


reſcribes the utmoſt candour and charity to- 


Mat you ſeem to ſuppoſe, the cobabiting of 
dle perſons of each ſex for the propagation-of 
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(8) 
able to the principles he maintains; nor wil 
he find much difficulty in defending: them 
by the Laws of Reaſon and Nature; and I won. ¶ muſt 
der how from ſuch hints you can ground a 7: 
any imputation of immorality upon one, who Wi /i'*ty; 
is reaſoning from thoſe principles, from which Wl ©: - 


them 
the 714 


your ſelf muſt be forced to allow ſtill a greater WM much 
licence; not only a plurality of wives, but a WM ice to 
number of concubines into the bargain; unleſs Wl ys nc 
you will give up ſome part at leaſt of the WW ir: anc 
Scripture you are vindicating, and condemn Wi think i. 
the holy Patriarchs, Abraham, IJſaac and Ja-Wciurge 
cob; and above all, David, the man after G eit, 
own heart; who had at leaſt ſever wives, and h Na 
ten concubines, without ever being admonithed WW But | 
for it by any of the Prophets, or cenſured by tie al. 
any of the ſacred Writers. So that here he{Wictration 
will probably turn your own reaſoning upon f 5277: 
you; that it is @ weak thing of you, to cbane bu ſay, 
the Law of Nature as not ſtrict enough, when” Fut 72; 
your own Scripture appears to be looſer b. ines he d 
Again; you charge)him with declaring flatyWſ'ni tho 
and plainly againſt 0 's doctrine of ln bj! 
ing thoſe that hate u Yet in the place you? an- 
refer to, I find him arguing only, that tho recol! 
words are not to be taken in their fri augp"ow as v 
literal ſenſe, but like many other texts of Nei þ 
fame nature, which he there enumerate" 2/cer: 
'viz. he that takes away thy coat, let him bi he co 


thy cloak alſo: of him who takes thy goads, « 


> P. 90. | "13% 
| Fl: 


= 
p 
* 
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tem not again: whoever ſball ſmite thee on 
lle right cheek, turn to him the other alſo, &c. 


muſt be interpreted agreeably to the reaſon 
mud nature of things, and the common good of 


ſctety; and that to practiſe them in their oþ= 
dus and grammatical ſenſe would occaſion 
nuch miſchief to the publick, much injuſ- 
ice to particular men: In all which, as he 
ys nothing more than what all Commenta- 
rc and all rational Chriſtians allow, I cannot 


think it reaſonable, from this inſtance, to ' 
charge him with ſeeking to relax the Laws of 


Chriſt, to make them ſuit the better with cor- 
rupt Nature. 

But had he furniſhed no dire& proofs of 
the nalice you impute to him, yet your pe- 
netration, it ſeems, is ſuch, as can ſee to the 
wry bottom of him; for tho he fudiouſfly, as 
jou ſay, drſgurſes e and takes great pains 
# put fair gloſſes on what he is doing, yet ſome- 
mes he diſcovers the very ſecrets of bis heart 
nd tho' in the ſame page you allow, that 
e himſelf beſt knows how far he is influenced 
hut and malice; yet in the very next words 
jou recollect your ſelf, and ſignify, that you 
now as well as himſelf, and that is eaſy to 
fercerve how much the black paſſions have got 
le aſcendant over him. 

The concluſion of your Introduction is of 
piece with the reſt: for after declaiming 
gainſt his wickedneſs, you conclude by con- 
mning his learning and abilities. His at- 
tacks, 
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tacks, you ſay, are feeble, his artillery em. WM fnuar 
temptible: he has no genius or taſte for liters. deſerv 
ture; no acquaintance with the original languages, WM fnce | 
nor ſo much as with common Criticks and Con. WI them 


mentators: ſeveral of his objections are pur, 

Engliſh objectors; ſuch as — only our trau 

lation: the reſt are of the loweſt and moſt tri. 

{ling fort, &c. And in the body of your 

pok you go ſtill farther, and treat him with 

the 8 of Fool and Idiot; as having 
er wit, 


quity ; 
gion, 
from « 
Burnet, 
lingle 1 
on the 


neit judgment, learning, or any ti For! 
but dull malice . froverh, 
If this be really the caſe, what is al! cannot 
buſile about? Why all this apparatus to foi Y Itera- 
ſo feeble, ſo contemptible an adverſary? WhyMconrary, 
muſt you be called off from the great wolle effec 
of defending Creeds and A yo Precept, naterials 
contend with ſuch a trier? Why muſt ] be 4% 7 
eminent ſcholars be picked out from Of cita 
and Cambridge, to divide the task betweei ner as, 
them, and repel with united force the dry app 
cable attacks of a pure Engliſh 6lunderer W'c'e it n 
All this apparatus, I fay, mult needs perſuad{W"0d you 
us, that you have a different notion of MH 
ability, from what you think proper to d ll the ex- 
clare: and in fact, as all who talk extra Huld be 
gently or inſincerely are apt to betray them farnin 
ſelves, ſo you in many places confute you ſmall f 
ſelf, and ſhew that theſe pure Engliſb objet by the 
ond, which owe their riſe, as you would iu in ma; 
you. 


2. 31, 95. 


ſinvatt 


(11) 


ra- 

gen üince at ſome times you exclaim againſt 
. them as being ale, or borrowed from Anti- 
pure quity 3 from the ancient enemies of Reli- 
2 gion, Celſus and Julian; at other times, 
+ WM from our learned moderns, Marſbam and 


Burnet, Sc. d and do not ſo much as in one 


your 

with angle inſtance prove them to be grounded 
aving Ml n the m:/taken ſenſe of the original. 

thing For my own part, to obſerve our Enghſh 


proverb, and give even the Devil his due, I 
cannot for my life diſcover any ſuch want 
if [iterature as you object to him; but on the 
contrary, ſee plainly that his work has been 


11 this 
to fol 


Wh 


wolte effect of much ſtudy and reading; his 
epts, M sterials collected from a great variety of 
oft de 4% Writers; his pages decently crowded 
Oxfar wth citations; and his Index of Authors as 


etweellunerous, as that of moſt books which have 


e defp ately appeared: and to tell you the truth, 
nderer ere it my task to anſwer him in the me- 
perſuadii od you have choſen, by undertaking to 
\ of Mate every fingle text of Scripture from 
r to le exceptions that may be made to it, I 
extra uld be tempted to wiſh that he had till 
y then learning, rather than more ; ſince with 
ute you ſmall ſhare he has, one may eaſily fore- 

object by the ſpecimen you give us, that he 
ould l in many caſes be at leaſt a full match 


you. ö 
P. 27, 28, 55. 
ſinuat C 2 Thus 


fnuate, to the blunders of our Tranſlation, 
deſerve to be conſider'd in another light; 


612 


Thus much, Sir, for your Introductim; WE The 
which, if it appears to others in the fame ſtems, 
light, as it did to me, will afford them bur WM de ite 
little hopes of pleaſure or edification in what tho yo 
is to follow; but like foul weather at ſetting WM jcr tis 
out, give a diſcouraging proſpect of the dir: WM 1-127 
they are to travel thro' in the. reſt of their meaſur, 
Journey. the ſto 
8 « 2:0 us, Wit 
Let's now proceed to examine the wor nas . 
itſelf; wherein you undertake to vindicat this you 
the moſt exceptionable texts of Scripture fm jcultres, 
cavil and cenſure: This, Sir, is a hardy u jou ow 
dertaking, and what few men of modeſii nor bad 
or prudence would venture upon; ſince how nay, 42 
ever it may be diſcharged, tis likely, as / bim, 
faid above, from the nature of the ſube but whe 
itſelf, to do hurt, rather than ſervice, ¶ certain h 
the cauſe of Religion; as tis raking into a 7s co; 
ſores; giving new life to old cavils; ſolvig ny of 
objections which you call ale and trviꝗ author of 
by anſwers as ſtale and as trivial too; M raſon bo 
had theſe ever been ſatisfactory, the oth it, in 
could hardly have ſubſiſted to this day. Ii the Se 
confirm this, I ſhall not follow you th the fela 
all the texts you vindicate, but content ni deceive; 
ſelf with a few remarks on tuo or thre! Fnce to ( 
the greateſt importance; in the explicauF', which 
of which you ſeem to have taken the greatW{Wur that ti 


pains. To begin then with your vindg$s, on ano 


tion of the ſcriptural biftory of man's fa g 


(13) 
The Author you are confuting ſays, it 
ſeems, that Chriſtians are now aſhamed of 
the literal interpretation of this ſtory : e whic 
tho you ſeem diſpoſed to treat as a Calumny, 
jet tis certain and undeniable, that all Com- 
nentators Whatſoever are forced in ſome 
meaſure to deſert the letter, in order to make 
the ſtory rational and credible. You tell 
us, with many of them, that the Decerver 
was a real Serpent, actuated by the Devilf; 
this you declare ſufficient to obv1ate all dif- 
fculties, to ſolve all objeftions: yet Meſes, 
you own, ſays not one word of the Devil; 
nor had occafion to ſay any thing of him; 
nay, hat it was better he ſhou'd ſay nothing 


ion : 


ame 
but 
hat 
tting 
e dirt 
their 


work 


a if him, becauſe he had ſaid nothing of hims : 
ſubjeM but whether it were better or worſe, it is 
ice, certain however, that the introducing a De- 
into ais contrary to the letter; which ſpeaks 


ſolvinMonly of a proper and meer Serpent, as the 
triviaW:uthor of this deception; and ſuggeſts the 
20; {M'caſon both of the attempt and the ſucceſs 
e otheſef it, in the natural cunning of that beaſt. 
ay. W's the Serpent was more ſubtil than any bea 

u thief the field; and by his ſubtilty, ſays St. Paul®, 
rent ie decei ved Eve; who in making her de- 


three ence to God, does not plead that the De- 


pliczü , which had been a much better excuſe, 
> great that the Serpent deceived her. You tell 
vindiq s, on another occaſion, that God accommo- 
1's fal. 
. „% TP.rc. #P.14 Fans 
dates 


674) 
dates his Phraſes to the language of men, in 


| was / 
order to be better underſtood by meni: Pray Wl , good 

tell us then, Good Sir, how he has acm. ..c:1y 

modated his Phraſes here; whether that he ſhape 

may be better underſtood of the Serpent, or of Wl that i; 

the Devil? | other, 

Now becauſe the Serpent was more re. ll enbra. 

markably ſubtil, he was, you ſay k, the pn many 

pereſt inſtrument for the Tempter to deceive by; they tl 

the beſt cover to conceal his fraud. But he wo, t! 

again moſt people will be of a different WM no yo 

mind: for tis natural to be jealous and oil, impr 

our guard againſt the counſels, to diſtruſt alWW:.;c; - 

offers of kindneſs of the ſubtle and mul. what re 

cious: ſo that an Aſs or a Dove mult needs ling 

i have been a fitter engine for Satan, under brce of 
= the diſguiſe of folly or Innocence, to hae err a; 
bi inſinuated his poiſon by. And tho you tel fuliſh? 
I us here, that the apprehen/ion Eve had of bu But 
1 ſubtilty might make her leſs ſurprized to bear ton, bu 
| him reaſon and diſcourſe ; yet in the very nem: poils 
# page you declare it natural to ſuppoſe, thai, fy, 
{ for want 4 longer experience ſhe might wi; of 2 
4 know whether any brute creatures were che go 
1 ble either of reaſon or ſpeech. Can ſuch nuf ve / 
fling and inconſiſtency, think you, have amd the a 

good effect towards reſcuing the word of Guſ;}, ;. © 

from reproach and cenſure? ve avi 

'Tis the opinion, you ſay l, of ſome vl, 1 
worthy and learned perſons, that the Serpen I no 
ut have be 
Bad * Pires. t. i appear 
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(15) 
was ſo like a Seraph, that Ewe miſtook it for 
a good Angel, The opinion indeed is very 
extravagant, that Serpents were originally in 
ſhape and beauty ſo like to Bleſſed Angels, 
that it was eaſy to miſtake the one for the 
other. But as extravagant as it is, 'twas 
*. enbraced by Biſhop Patrick, Teniſon, and 
pr. many other learned men, to avoid what 
ve by; they thought the more extravagant of the 
t here ¶ two, the very opinion you maintain; which 


fferent A tho! you declare to have no kind of difficulty 
nd on ir imbrobability in it, yet. Biſhop Patrick 
ruſt all treats as ridiculous and incredible m: and 
| mai vhat reaſonable hopes can you have of con- 
t need ing Infidels and ſilencing Scepticks, by the 
under force of a ſolution which our 57% Commen- 
o bare un, and orthodox Biſhops reject as ſimple and 
ou tell %? 

d of bi But tis not the extravagance of this no- 
to beorWion, but the eafineſs of it, that offends you: 
ry nent ſpoils the whole ſtory, by making it, as 
oſe, tba ou ſay, 700 eaſy : this indeed is the true ſpi- 
vght mihi of a right orthodox Divine; nothing eaſy 
re cpu go down with him; nothing but the 


ch ſhut 
have an 


1 of Gu 


me ver 


| Serpent 


ſurvellous and the improbable will pleaſe him; 
nd the good old principle credo quia 1mpoſ- 
lle, is with him the only touchſtone of a 
ve /aving Faith. | | 
" She was not ſo ſimple as to think that Beaſts could. 
nor doth it ſeem at all credible to me, that ſhe 
ud have been otherwiſe deceived, but by ſome creature 


lich appeared ſo gloriouſly, that ſhe took it for an heaven- 
Miniſter. Comment on Gen. iii. 1. 


2 | But 


(16) 
But is the Devi then ſuch a. Hero,” that 
he ſcorns an eaſy conqueſt ; nor cares to en- Gel 


to be 


gage but where there's difficulty in the con- (hem, 
flict? or is it inconſiſtent with the goodneſs Wl be rec 
of God to allow him a triumph fo eaſy? ds perfect 
certain, that on ſome occaſions he tran: | dho 
forms himſelf into an angel of Iight": and C570 
where could he ever have more occaſion to | foned 
do it than in the caſe we are conſidering? of ſom 
For if under that ſhape his victory was tv ſuperio 
eaſy before the fall, how much eafier mult Wi de Fa 
it needs be now, in this degenerate ſtate of incerpo! 
man? If the egſineſi of it ſeemed then to WI wou'd | 
reflect on the goodneſs of God for permitting WI and 11; 
it; how much more muſt it do fo now, in Wal cot 
ſuffering him with all that advantage to at-WM cen « 
tack man when he zs down, to trample on Wl de love 
him when he is fallen? | larily be 

Bur to proceed, tho' the introduction / Far 
Devil may ſerve to clear up the difficulty af br, ſee 
the Serpent's ſpeaking and regſoning, yet i. 
raiſes up a new one of a higher nature H cu 
which your Author charges upon it, againlfuce eve 
the juſtice of God himſelf, in not inter po g 
in ſo unequal a conflict. This objection, how. pro 
merry ſoever you make with it, by lauge uv fel. 
ing at your Author's want of Spectacliese, Wim of tl 
certainly of weight enough to puzzle pon it, f 
ſtagger our reaſon: and every man has / or ind 


right to require from thoſe, who Prerenc 


C 1 Cor. xi. 14. P. 18. 


4617 


o be guides and teachers of Religion, how 
uch paſſages delivered and inculcated by 


on- them, as the wndoubted word of God, can 
ede reconciled to the known attributes and 
e jerfec#10ns of the Derty. 
an. Should a Father diſcard and diſinherit 
and Child, for having deſerted ſome poſt aſ- 


foned him; ſeduced either by the craft 
of ſome old Sophiſter, or driven off by the 
as to Wil ſuperior ſtrength of ſome able bodied man, 
mult Wi the Father all the while looking on, nor 
te of WM nterpoſing at all in a trial ſo unreaſonable; 
en to Wl wou'd not the fact be thought barbarous 
icting Wi and vnnatural? Now the conflict in ſuch a 
w, in caſe could not be more unequal than be- 
ween our firſt Parents and Satan; and 
the love of God to his Creatures muſt neceſ- 
arily be allowed ſuperior to that of natu- 
ral Fathers to their Children. Yet you, 
ir, ſee no kind of difficulty, and treat the 
(mand of a reaſon on the occaſion as a 
van curiqſity, and impertinent cavilling v: 
ince every body, you ſay, muſt needs ſee 
mo kind and indulgent God was in this 


n, DOWN proceeding 4: whereas, to ſpeak for 
laugh ny ſelf, I cannot from the /iteral accepta- 
cles ®, Mn of the ſtory, with all your comment 
le pon it, ſee the leaſt ſymptom of any Rind- 


or indulgence at all; but on the contra- 


P P. 20. 1 P.19. 
D TY, 
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618) 
| ry, a neceſſity of flying to allegory, to ac. 


count for the ſeeming injuſtice and unrea- 
ſonable ſeverity of the Divine conduct. 
But fince in a queſtion of this nature, | 
both your reaſon and mine may poſſibly be 
ſuſpected, as if prejudiced by education, in. 
fluenced by cuſtom, or biaſſed perhaps by 


that 44 
anſtan 
judged 
all tha 
and im 
Was NC 
like a © 


ſome intereſt in favour of e abliſhed opinims;WM kant, te 
I ſhall appeal to an authority, which can- ess? 
not be rd either with prejudice ol Again 
partiality, with favouring or detractig / / P 
from the credit of Moſes; one of the great Deir 
Maſters of Reaſon that Antiquity ever pro. H 
duced, I mean Cicero; whoſe ſentimeni den, to 
declared in ſome caſes, nearly allied to th nd enrat 
preſent, may ſerve to inform us, what un anger, 
prejudiced Reaſon would determine upoifſor them, 
the literal hiſtory of man's fall. try cart 
Cicero tells us, * that the very Gods of He exc 
Poets, had they known how pernicious tei w94e; 
gifts would prove to their Children, muſt le en; 
thought to have been wanting in point e Son ar 
kindneſs towards them. What then wou the Fr 
he have thought of God's foreſeerng the it 
mediate fall of man, yet creating bim 1 Nee enim 
ſtate of fin aud miſery? | To « 
He fays in another place, hat tis uy: bo 
WD Il 
worthy of God to do any thing in vain, f kn nec 1 
Atque is tamen ipſi Dii Poetici, fi ſeiſſent pemic n 2 1 
fore illa filiis, peceaſſe in beneficio putarentur. Nat. Det . 9 


1.3. 31. Edit. Davis. 
th 


(19) 
tat wou d be a reflection even upon man's 
mmſtancy % What then cou'd he have 
judged of the formation of a Paradiſe, and 
{ll that apparatus and fprovifion for the bliſs 
md immortality of the firſt Pair; which 
ws no ſooner made than forfeited, and 
like a Theatrical Scene changed in an in- 
tant, to a proſpect of miſery and barren- 
neſs ? | | 

Again, it is, ſays he*, the common opinion 
Fall Philoſophers, of what ſect ſoever, that 
tle Deity can neither be angry, nor hurt any 
lh. How wou'd he have been ſurprized 
then, to find God repreſented here as fierce 
nd enraged, driving out his own creatures 
anger, from the bliſs he had provided 
br them, and in a kind of fury curſing the 
wy earth for their ſakes? e 
He exclaims on another occaſion, Oh 
e wonderful equity of the Gods ! wou'd any 
"ple endure the maker of ſuch a law, that 
e Sen or Grandſon ſhould be puniſhed, be- 


uſe the Father or Grandfather had offended"? 


Nee enim ignorare Deus poteſt qua mente quiſque 
nec fruſtra ac ſine cauſa quid facere dignum Deo eſt, 
1 etiam ab hominis conſtantia. De Divin. 
3. DO. 

At hoc commune eſt omnium Philoſophorum. nun- 
am nec iraſci Deum nec nocere. De Off. 3. 27. 
O miram zquitatem Deorum! ferret ne ulla Civitas la- 
m iſtiuſmodi legis, ut condemnaretur filius, aut nepos, 


der aut ayus deliquiſſet? De Nat. Deor. 3. 38. 


3 BE How 


it pernici 
"Nat. Del 


th 


(20) 


How wou'd he have exclaimed then at T, 
God's puniſhing fo ſeverely not only the 2 
Pair, but their whole poſterity, the while race Wl deſert 
of mankind for their fin; and even the Ser. Wi ladin 
pent too, for the fraud of the Devil? Tl [hall 

Laſtly, upon mention of a dream of A.M the fat 
lexander the great, that a Serpent appeared Wl 816411 
to him, and told him where he might find of vith p 


certain root to cure his friend Ptolomy of a 
: wound which was judged mortal: laughing 
at the ſtory, the Serpent, ſays he, ſeemed ti 
ral to Alexander: this, whether true or fall 
has nothing flrange in it; ſince he did ml 
really hear him ſpeak, but ſeemed only to d 


the mc 
il; v. 
ſand re 
the fe/7 
uf or | 


dearly 


% x. Bur how wou'd he have laughed a and, 
| your literal ſlory, of a Serpent actually ſpraitrough 
bl: ing and reaſoning, without moving the lea, be 
i wonder or ſurprize in the hearer? Theſ e allure 
4 paſſages may ſerve, I ſay, to ſhew Walen 4y 
Nt unprejudiced reaſon wou'd have thong forte 
$ of the vulgar hi/tory of man's fall: and Mich h. 
lt you, Sir, can ſwallow and digeſt the who this j 
without the leaſt difficulty or reluQtancqÞu not e 
yet what gence, what contradictian to reedition 
ſen, is to be found in every /ingle article Nu eſtabl 
the account ? | bo has 1 
int . Ve 4, 
* Alexandro loqui draco viſus eſt. Poteſt hoe eſſe falluWityr 7 
poteſt verum: ſed utrum fit, non eſt mirabile; non el This ; 
audivit ille draconem loquentem, ſed viſus eſt audire. WW 125 
r al of th 


; who 
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en.! 

Tis neceſſary then, for the ſatigfaction of 
ur reaſon, and the quieting our ſcruples, to 
deſert the outward letter, and ſearch for the 
hdden, allegorical ſenſe of the ſtory: where 
Wl [hall nor take the trouble of collecting all 
Fe fancies and whimſical ſolutions of the 
peared Wl 8661s and the Fathers; but content myſelf 
find a with propoſing one, which appears to me 
fe moſt probable and rational of them 
hing l; vi. that by Adam we are to under- 
med and reaſon or the mind of man; by Eve, 
fal de feſb or outward ſenſes; by the Serpent, 
did u or pleaſure : In which Allegory we ſee 
ly to early explain'd the true cauſes of man's 
ohed aff and degeneracy: that as ſoon as his mind, 
ly ſpeak brough the weakneſs and treachery of his 
the lea became captivated and ſeduced by 

eallurements of /uft and pleaſure, he was 
vw whalWven by God out of ere a that is, loſt 
thoughiW"d forfeited the happineſs and proſperity 
and t hich he had enjoyed in his innocence. 
© Who this is intelligible and rational; agree- 
luctancaW not only to the common notions and 
n to reW-lition of hiſtory, but to the conſtant 
artick N c{tabliſhed method of God's Providence, 
| to has wiſely conſtituted miſery, ſorrow, 
u the debaſement of our nature, to be the 

oc eſſe fa, and neceſſary effect of vice and ſin. 
A This interpretation is embraced by ſe- 
"Wi! of the Ancients; particularly St. Au- 
'; who tells us, that the ſame thing is 
| acted 


(22) 


acted over again in every one of us, as oft y; Ihe 
we fall into fin, that was repreſented by the WM the Ar 
Serpent, the Woman and the Man: for there WY fre us 
firſt, ſays he, a ſuggeſtion or infinuatin Wl i reme 
either by a thought or the ſenſes of the body; nd vi 

which if our inclinatiom is not prevailed ini! 
with to fin, then is the ſubtilty of the Serpeu fir hin 
baffled and vanquiſhed ; but if tis prevail voting 


with, then we yield, as it were, to the N S:rpent, 
ſuaſions of the Woman: and when our rea (iaed / 
has thus conſented to execute what our lu! vate, 
had moved, then is Man effeftually driven au ae 
and expelled from all poſſeſſion of bappini d wig: 
as from a Paradiſe v. Now whatever oH 
nion this Father might on other occaliong} es, 
declare, (as he was not always very con 9 
ſiſtent with himſelf) yet at the time ig, eſpe 
writing the book, whence this paſſage Ms whe 
taken, he was perſuaded, that in the oed al: 
ry of the creation and fall of man, we cou and 
not avoid abſurdities and blaſphemy tua icke, 
God, without giving up the literal meanW"d uſed 
ing, and truſting wholly to an allggoruſ ore N 
expoſition of it. pennt, 
| more con 

De Geneſ. contra Manich. I. 2. c. 12. cher anin 


Si autem nullus exitus datur, ut pic & dignè Deo qu 
ſcripta ſunt intelligantur, niſi figuratè atque in #nigmal 
propoſita iſta credamus, habentes Auctoritatem Apolio 
cam, modum quem interdimus teneamus. ut om 
iſtas figuras rerum ſecunduùm Catholicam Fidem 4 
plicemus, &c. Ibid. c. 3. 


f Nicandri 
Acts vii. 
Vid. Kire 
ca Hiero 
Primi per f 
want, Tacit 
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| have met with a myſtical Fable among 
he Ancients, not very unlike the caſe be. 
thers Wl fore us: that Man having obtained of Fove 
aim; : remedy, to preſerve him in perpetual bealth 
bod; vigor, and prevent all the evils and 
ai ini; mities of age, laid it on an Aſs to carry 
erben bim; but the Aſs being very diy and 


evaibulventing to drink, was cheated of it by a 
be P (as guardian of the ſpring; who per- 
« ref 14rd him to exchange his load for a draught 
ur U water: and fo the Serpent has ever fince 


ned the benefit of it, renewing its youth 
id vigour every year, whilſt man is left to 


lnguiſh by diſeaſes and decay *. 


ven out] 


ine 


er 0p 

2d Moſes, we read, was learned in all the 
ry con of the Agyptians®; and their learn- 
ime ng, eſpecially in things /acred and divine, 
Mage fi wholly yftical and /ymbolical ; pro- 
he Lied always under the figures of men, 


als and birds, which were called Hiero- 


ve cou, 
torwart bc, or ſacred characters; invented 
I meanW"'d uſed by them, as Kzrcher © has ſhewn, 


} 


kiore Moſes's time: amongſt theſe, the 
ent, as all Authors inform us, was of 
bore common uſe with them, than any 
her animal; whoſe nature they unagined 


Hegorid 


ne Deo ql 
n ænigmat 
em Apollo 
— ut om 
— 


Nicandri Theriac. Edit. Ald. p. 7. f. 17. & Scholia ib. 
Acts vii. 22. 

* Vid. Kircher. Obeliſc. Pamphil. 1. 2. de inſtitutione & 

rica Hieroglyphicor. c. 2. p. 102, &c. 

krimi per figuras animalium Ægyptii ſenſus mentis eſſin- 

ant. Tacit. Annal. 1, 11. Cc. 14. 
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ro have ſomething very excellent and divine Tl 
in it a. So that it ſupplied the place off me n: 
two letters of their } ical Alphabet, and your 
ſerved them as an Hreroglyphick of varioui the d: 
ſignification; more particularly as an be we 
blem of ſubtlety and cunning, as well as only fi 
lat and ſenſual pleaſuree. Whence it en Lebt - 
not ſeem improbable, that AMoſes's ac r its 
of the fall might be drawn from principle nature 
and notions imbibed in his youth in tha luppol 
Schools of the Higyprians. | 1 be a 
Dr. Spencer, explaining this cuſtom oi two or 
the Ægyptians, of delivering all the ſublim tion ca 
parts of knowledge under the cover off tent wi; 
Symbols, Types and Emblems, obſerves, tha jou co! 
when God called out Moles to his Prophet tid nor 
Office, be confidered him as one who had bl method 
trained up in that kind of tearning ; and tha ing allt 
'#1s conſonant therefore to the charatter u acepts 
hiſtory of Moſes, to imagine, that God A For you 
Sued, that he ſhould write and treat of aWiculus, 
the ſublime things committed to bim, in natho, 
myſticul and hieroglyphical way of kiteratunine 74;; 
an which he had been educated. raised, 
Nihil inter Hieroglyphica Symbola Serpente freque x4 the 

pra as © cum enim viderent Serpentem _— ky Rad Us, 
_ Aided 13 . ſub E am ſr 
lateret. Ibid. l. 4. Idez Hieroglyph. p. 347. Monat! 
Ib. I. 2. c. 6. p. 13 1. ItPierii Valerian. Hieroglyph. 1. kel, is « 


Cum Deus ad Munus propheticum Moſem evoct 
eum tanquam virum Hieroglyphicis Ægypti literis nul 
tum traQavit, &c. De Legib. Hebreor. J. 1. l. I. c. ys 
„ 8 


UW) | 
The mention of Ægyptian learning leads 
me naturally to conſider, in the next place, 


the divine inſtitution of Circumciſion ; which 
he wou'd infinuate to have been borrowed 
only from Egypt. This objection you make 
ſight of, and tell us, that there is zo ground 
fir its; and tho” your Adverſary, from the 
nature of his objection, muſt neceſſarily 
ſuppoſe the ſcriptual account of Circumciſion 
n be a fiction; yet you very gravely ſpend 
two or three pages to prove that his no- 
ton cannot be true, becauſe tis inconſiſ- 
tent with that ſame Scripture: from which 
you conclude at laſt, that the /Egyptions 
lad not any circumciſion at all. A likely 
method indeed to confute him, by exclud- 
ng all teſtimony in the caſe, but what he 
excepts to, as forged for the very purpoſe. 
for you tell him, that either Diodorus 
culus, r Herodotus, nor even Sancho- 
latho, can be of weight ſufficient to deter- 
nine this queſtion ; tho ſome conjectures may 
raiſed from the laſt of the three Which 


my the conjectures you hint at wou'd 


nte frequl : 
znimal 00 Rad Us, I ſhall not at preſent examine; 
rede ut am ſure, that of the three you name, 
7100 


mconiatho, on whom you lay the greateſt 


oglyph.11Wrcls, is on all accounts the /eaft qualified 


em evo 
. 15  P. 60, P. 56. | 
Ti E or 


our anſwer to this Author's cavil againſt 


( 26) 
or worthy to ſuggeſt any opinion, or ground 
any conjecture at all upon: and as I have 
reſpect for the other two, whom I have read 


unprej1 
be liab 


partial 


with ſome diligence, I cannot ſuffer their ny of 
Authority to be thrown off ſo flaghth, Marſha 
without ſpending a word or two upon it (00, to 
Herodotus tells us then, that all oh ly ; al 
mortals, except ſuch as had learnt the thing ficient te 
from Ægypt, preſerved their members as ns. mjectur 
ture had formed them; but that the Myy # bl 
tians circumciſed themſelves for the ſake 1 gaunſt 4 
cleanlineſs*. And in another place, that? ce TO J 
Phcenicians and Syrians who inhabited Pu- nftead of 
leſtine, (that is, the Jews) confeſſed, that ute it, 2 
they had received the cuſtom of C:rcumcifur granted: 
from the Ægyptians k. cumciſo 
Diodorus Siculus confirms the ſame thing; Werefore | 
that this practice was originally Ai the Jake 
and that both the Jeus and People of Col lems he 
chus derived it anciently from them. ter People 
Strabo too declares, that Circumciſa krodotus 
was one of the moſt famed and remarkabl le charac 
cufloms of Agypt; but in uſe alſo with He, 
ews, who were originally Ægyptians n. WM. © 5 
Now of all the Writers, who at all tou. ge 9 
this queſtion, theſe are the only ones Ye who þ 
know of in Antiquity, that can be calle KD an one, 


Pes - 
* V% 70, 


i Vid. Herod. I. 2. xxxvi, xxxvii. Edit. Lond. 


* Ibid. civ. 1 L. 1. p. 24. Edit. Rhodomanni. 9 Gren, & 
" L. 15. p. 824. Edit. If. Caſaub. | mm . 
9 


unpre 


(27) 


unprejudiced, and whoſe credibility cannot 
d be liable to ſuſpicion either of malice or 
partiality in the caſe: and *twas the autho- 


al rity of theſe that induced the earned 
1 Marſbam, and the 10 Jeſs learned Spencer 
% vo, to favour the opinion of your adver- 
ho fry; all which you ſtill contemn as inſuf- 
ing fcient to ground even a /ufþ1cton, or raiſe a 


cmjecTure upon. 


_ Joſephus, who in his defence of the Fews 
of gainſt Apion, takes occaſion more than 
. 4 once to mention this e ny of Herodotus, 


nſtead of cenſuring or attempting to con- 


Pa-. - ; 

au 1 argues from it as from a thing 

cif granted: The Ægyptians, ſays hen, are all 
preamctfſed, and abſtain from fivine's fleſh——= 

pine; ee Apion 2s a fool to abuſe the Jews, 

| i jr the ſake of thoſe, who not only uſe the v 

N Cl ams he finds fault with, but who taught 


ler people alſo the uſe of Circumciſion, as 
rrodotus has informed us. And in giving 
e character of Moſes, as of an excellent 
mernour, and wiſe Legiflator ; never uſing 
e great power be was poſſeſſed of to any 
Hantage of his own, but the ſole benefit of 
ſe who had entruſted him with it, &c. 
hb an one, ſays he o, wheſe intentions were 


" Lnz0s To;ruy KH, 146} 1. H X86) Yo fix. 
ge ran, &c. Contr. Ap. I. 2. c. 13. Edit. Hudſ. 
A 6401 rag Toi; F,xMmmu du Toy Mb EY ovine x 
4a; 1owertras, & c. Ibid. c 16. . 

fo 


_— » 


1 
fo juſt and noble, might reaſonably preſum, Wl ing th 
that he had God for his Guide and Counſel ohm 
lor, and having once perſuaded a 6 of this, rg a. 
/ 


he judged it neceſſary above all things to i. cavel | 
til the ſame notion into the people; that eve. Wi and Sci 
ry thing be did was directed by the will of Wi i! his 
Heaven; not acting herein the part of a Mu. pled fo 
gician or Impoſtor, as ſome have unh dem, 
aſperſed him, but like the famed Laugiumi note ad; 
of Greece; who, to make their good dg, The 
the more effectual, uſed to aſcribe the imm ovicure 
tion their own Laws to the Gods; and m bind of 
eſpecially like Minos, who imputed all hi Ini polite w 
ftitutions to Apollo and the Delphie Orac red th 
Such a declaration as this from fo larly for 
a Jew, in defending the excellency anff%oughc 
pre-eminence of his own Religion, mig Wripture 
teach us to entertain more moderate d lea! 
qualified ſentiments concerning its di the m 
origin, as well as the divine inſpiration Mane A. 
its Founder, Moſes; which whilſt afferted lem on 
that abſolute and unlimited ſenſe, that Hhbich th 
vines of your zeal and principles conte 
for, will ever prove a ſtumbling block . ** > * 
men of underſtanding, and obſtruct the Wi: 5 
vancement of Religion, by making its . *!urimi ay 
thority queſtionable and ſuſpected. 13 <a 
But laying aſide Authorities, let's col v hominum u 
der a little on which fide the probabi ok 5. 


lies: ÆAgypt was a great and powerful keerdotibe © 
tion .tamed every where abroad, and . 31. 20 
| 2 | 


—— — — — 
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„ns themſelves highly at home for their 
6. adh and learning; fo that the Philoſo- 
lers and Learned of all countries uſed to 
cavel chither, as to the beſt School of Arts 
ond Sciences: Pythagoras, we read, brought 


1 il his knowledge from thence, and com- 
Ma WY pied fo far, as to be circumeſſed amongſt 


them, on purpoſe to procure a more inti- 
nate admiſſiam into their myſteries v. 

The Jeus, on the other hand, were an 
dſcure contemptible people, famed for no 
kind of literature; ſcarce known to the 
polite world, till the Reman Empire diſ- 
xerſed them; and then the more deſpiſed 
mly for being known : they had been 
wrought out of Agypr, according to the 
ripture account, in ſuch a manner, as 
wu d leave no impreſſion in their favour 


3 div the memory the Agyptians; or, as 
aim ane Authors fay, had been expelled by 
Terted bem on account of ſome filthy diſeaſe: 


Which then is the more probable; that a 


if 
_ ve t Artes Wehe ch vis derb Mu.  Suidar. 
O riert re, & c. Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. 1. p. 354. 
* che i Potter. | 
its MY Flurimi auctores conſentiunt, orta per Egyptum tabe, 
8 iz corpora fœdaret, Regem Bocchorim, adito Hammonis 
J. culo, remedium petentem, purgare reznum & id ge- 


b hominum ut inviſum Deis alias in terras avehere juſſum-- 
eit. Hiſt, 5. 3. 

Dicunt Agyptit Moſem patris Heliopolitem eſſe, unum 
erful vcerdotibus, ob lepram cum aliis pulſum. Joſ. con. A- 
and = l. 1. 31. 26. Vid. it. Juſtin, Hiſt. 1. 36. c. 2. 


people 


630 


people valuing themſelves ſo: much on 


their wiſdom, ſhould borrow fo remark. WM P'* 
able a cuſtom from a Nation they always that t 
hated and deſpiſed:; or that the Lov. WM ” 4 
giver of a petty infant State ſhould copy maelite 
that, as well as many other of his conſt. | that a 
rutions, from the Ponce of à great and terds, 
flouriſhing Kingdom! tans”, 
Beſides, thoſe who affirm Circuncin I era. 
to be of Hebrew original, and thence pro- Flt a 
pagated to other Nations, have no one Au- ſo ache 
thor of Antiquity to ſupport their opinion, dem ? 
but ſuch as take up with it on the credit Maſe 
of a tradition derived from the ſcriptural the [ear 
account of its inſtitution: and as they are} ing Was 
deſtitute of all Authority, ſo they cannot fudy of 
agree either on be perſon who firſt intro- * 
duced it, or the period of time when it was lune 
ſo introduced into At. Some aſcribe it ins leary 
to Abraham; ſome to the credit and ex: elf; wi 
ample of Joſeph; others to Jacob and li lee its 
Sons, upon their ſettlement in Ægyßt : 0 ond eccle) 
thers to the traffick and intercourſe be- %? 
tween the Jews and Ægyptians, eſpecially [rally h 
in Solomon's time, who had both a /tr16 al nclinatio 
liance and commerce with them. Now tho ams, t 
all theſe opinions are wholly groundlels alions ir 
and irrational, yet none of them ſeems { ye have 
| mY | ! ) wou'd 
Maus Tfo; vue owl; dt,. 7 WY drum. 
Aua. & e NN . 
P. 6o. 


impte 


6 


improbable, as that which you embrace; 
that this cuſtom was carried into Ægypt 
by Abraham's poſterity the Arabian Tjh- 
narlites t: for how can it be imagined, 
that a ſet of wild Arabs or wandring Shep- 
terds, an occupation abominable to the Ægyp- 
tins, of all men the moſt barbarous and 
illiterate, could have authority enough 
with a polite and learned Nation to eſtabliſh 
ſo odious and painful a cuſtom amongſt 
tem? | 
Moſes, as is ſaid above, was trained in all 
the learning of the Ægyptians; which learn- 
ng was employed more eſpecially in the 
fudy of Theology: they were held the fir 
muenters of religious Rites and Ceremonies, of 
Pumps and Procęſſians v. And where was 
ths learning of his more likely to exert it- 
elf; where cou'd we ſo naturally expect 
o ſee its influence, as in forming the civii 
md eccleſiaſtical polity of his new Common- 
wealth? But whatever effect it would na- 
wrally have, tis certain, that the ſtron 


[nclination of the people for all Ægyptian 


toms, their eagerneis to relapſe on all oc- 
alons into Agyptian Idolatry, of which 
we have ſo many inſtances in their hiſto- 
% wou'd neceſſarily oblige him to indulge 
em, even againſt his will, in the uſe of 


'P.bo. * Gen.xlvi. 34. Herodot. 2. lviii. 
many 
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many ' rites they were ſo fond of; hi; WW ig fre 
back was no ſooner turned, than they pre. e img 
vailed with Aaron to make them a Goldy WM pere 
Calf; which was nothing elſe but recal. WM bout 
ling the worſhip of the Ægyptian God di durſt 
repreſented always under that form: and fled b 
the ſetting up the brazen Serpent ſeems iw wou'd 
have been done in condeſcenſion to the din 
ſame humour; being an object they ha impure 
been uſed to reverence in Egypt; where, of chei 
from the Tfiac Table of Bembo, the Oln vich ir 
and other ÆAgyptian monuments, it appears WW plain ef 
that the Image of a Serpent eretted in tht they fu 
manner on 4 pillar, had extraordinary ho- that C 1 
nours and a ſuperſtitious veneration paid i the /zy, 
its, And in fact, we ſee many cuſtomgument 
and conſtitutions in the Few:/b /aws, which bis Lare 
are evidently derived from this ſource 12/0 776 
The Agyptians were governed by lqws anal tutions - 
cuſtoms peculiar to themſelves, and differen is in Ex 
from thoſe of other nations :; were moral , 70 7/ 
addicted to prodegies and miracles, than an From 
other people *; had one High Prieff ; i ſir, you 
well as an hereditary Prieſthood, deſcenoi thing ir 
WES 
* Videtur mihi idcirco Populus Iſrael in ſolitadine fecil tut great 
fibi caput vituli quod coleret ; ut quod in Ægypto didicerat 
Aru & Mr, qui ſub figura boum coluntur, eſſe Deos, bo d Herod. | 
in ſua ſuperſtitione ſervarent. Hieren. Comment. in Oe ri, iv. 
Proph. c. 4. * Deum, 
V Pier. Valerian. Hieroglyph. 1. 14. it. Euſeb. Pre tlcraffe & i. 
Evang. I. 1. c. 10. : Herod, I. 2. xci, ib. f. 1. I. 1. c. 


in 


1 

Ing from Father to Son b; ſuffered'nd blemi/h' 
or imperfeftion in the beaſt they facrificed e; 
were ſuperſtitiouſly nice and ſcrupulous a- 


cal. WY bout / bing and cleanſing themſelves ; nor 
dis, WW durſt appear at divire worſhip when de- 
n filed by the /ouch of any thing unclean d; 
vs toll wou'd nor ſuffer any /eprous perſon to come 
the whin the Citye; abhorred ſivines fleſh as 
hal impure and abominable f. All which cuſtoms 
here, of cheirs and many more, that we meet 


with in the Few:/þ Law, as they ſeem the 


pears plain effects of Moſes's Egyptian learning, fo 
th they furniſh ſtill the more ground to ſuſpect 
y ho-W that Circumciſion too might poſſibly have 
aid u the /ame origin. Spencer on this very ar- 


gument, declares, that God, when he gave 
bs Law, thought fit to tolerate and tranifer 
into his own worſhip many cuſtoms and inſti- 
tuttons which the nn had been trained up 
to in Egypt, the better to accommodate him- 
felf to their humours and affectians s. 

From conſidering the origin of Circumci- 
en, you examine the Author's cavils to the 
thing itſelf: who thinks it ſtrange, that cut- 


ine fecil 


ine 6 / great pain and hazard) could have been 
1 5 


Deos, be » Herod. 1. 2. xxxvii. © Ib. xxxviii. 4 Tb. xxxvii. 
t. in Oe ü, Ixiv. Ib. cxxxviii. f Ib. xlvii. 

Deum, cum legem daret, ritus & inſtituta non pauca 
eb. rec vleraſſe & in cultum ſuum tranſtuliſſe, &c. de Legib. Heb. 
ib. ü . 1. l. 1. c. 13. 


F eſteemed 


a— 


in 


lin off the Foreskin (not to be per formed with- 
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efteemed a religious duty acceptable to a gud ſon ha 
and gracious God, who makes nothing in vain, qerati 
__ leſs what requires cutting off, even with cifing . 
extreme danger and anguiſh b. rere 4. 

In anſwer to this; as to the pain of the who, 75 
operation, you repreſent it as /{zght and in- Wl in 
conſiderable, and make no more of cutting Wl « jerfe 
off the Foreskin, than the Navelſtring in In- Wl perhaps 
fants ſo young i. And as to the Hazard of WI © raſh 
it, you contemn the very thought, and jeer- WM quaintec 
ingly call upon him for a liſt of ſuch, as had Wl prized te 
ever died of it. And here I cannot but ex- Wi hum: 
pect, that he will return your own com- ends; 
pliment upon you: what; no genius for Li. Author, 
terature | no acquaintance with common Cri- Wi, and 
ticks and Commentators | for the commoneſt H you 7 
of them all wou'd have informed you, that % 4) z/ 
the pain of Circumciſion was not only very WI 4s to 
acute and grievous, but the Hazard of it too We" dies 7; 
ſo great, that it often proved mortal. Spencer, Wie Tores 
in the words of Maimonides, tells us, That {"inary c- 
it was not like a flight hurt of the leg, or burn- WW; but fo 
ing of the arm, but a moſt harſh and dau- Ned, tha 
gerous thing, not to be undergone without ſome L 

Tou will v 


hazard of life*. And Lightfoot informs us, . ee, 
that the frequent mortality it occaſioned, pto- 6 minifired 
duced a fanding law; that when any per- N of any, 


E mention 
| f "i Ifraelite. 
h P. 82 E. 64. * Nam non eſt levis aliqu , N 
cruris læſio vel brachii aduſtio, ſed res duriſſima & diffici- . were hos, 


lima, nec fine vitæ diſcrimine quandoque ſubeunda. De Wie: in al reſp 


{an 


Leg. Heb, I. 1. C. 14. 700. 
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fon had oft three Children ſucceſſively by the 

ration, he was to be excuſed from circum- 
cifng the reſt ; in conſequence of which there 
mere actually many uncircumciſed among them, 
who, in thoſe circumſtances, were gſteemed ſtill 
t be in all points as good Iſraelites, and even 
« perfect Prieſts as any of the reſt. This 
perhaps will ſtarcle you, who have talked 
ſp raſhly on a ſubje& you were not ac- 
quainted with; and you'll be the more ſur- 
prized to find a Poſitive Precept ſuſpended 
by human Authority for civil and temporal 
ends; yet you will ſcarce except to m 
Author, who was both learned and ortho- 
bx, and to him I ſhall refer you for the 
lj} you inſultingiy call for of thoſe who had 
tied by the operation. 

As to the other part of the Cavil, that 


the Forestin was not made in vain; that in 
dmary caſes it was better to have it on, than 
if; but for extraordinary, it was wiſely con- 


ved, that there might be ſomething to ſpare, 


' You will wonder, Reader, to hear that ſome Jews were 


led miniſtred at the Altar; and that without the com- 
ant of any, and indeed without any fault. Very fre- 
tent mention is made in the Talmudiſts of an uncircum- 
led Iſraclite, and an uncircumciſed Prieſt If the 
„ ſecond, third Son ſhould die by Circumciſion, thoſe 
ut were born after were not circumciſed; and yet Iſra- 


5 in all reſpects; Prieſts in all reſpects. Lightf. Vol. II. 
760. a 
F 2 ſomething 


bud does nothing in vain; you anſwer ; that 


mays uncircumciſed; yea, that ſome Prieſts not eircum- 
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eſteemed a religious duty acceptable to a gud 
and gracious God, who makes nothing in vain, 
much leſs what requires cutting off, even with 
extreme danger and anguiſh h. 

In anſwer to this; as to the pain of the 
operation, you repreſent it as /ſght and in- 
conſiderable, and make no more of cutting 
off the Foreskin, than the Navel/tring in In- 
fants ſo young i. And as to the Hazard of 
it, you contemn the very thought, and jeer- 
ingly call upon him for à liſt of ſuch, as had 
ever died of it. And here I cannot but ex- 
pect, that he will return your own com- 
pliment upon you: what; no genius for Ii. 


fon ha 
rat! 
15 7 
were at 
who, 77, 
i be in 
FA fer fe 
perhaps 
ſo raſh! 
quaintec 
prized t. 
by hum: 
ends ; 
e 


terature] no acquaintance with common Cri- N and 
ticks and Commentators ! for the commoneſt WI// you 7 
of them all wou'd have informed you, that % 4) f 
the pain of Circumcifion was not only very Wl 45 to 
acute and grievous, but the Hazard of it too {iſo dies » 
ſo great, that it often proved mortal. Spencer, Ne Forest 
in the words of Maimonides, tells us, That '#nary ce 
it was not like a flight burt of the leg, or burn- WW; bur fe 
ing of the arm, 25 a moſt harſh and dan- red, tha 
gerous thing, not to be undergone without ſome 
hazard of life*, And Lightfoot informs us, , den vill: 
that the frequent mortality it occaſioned, pro- ſi ninin.c. 
duced a /fanding law; that when any per- of any, 
Mt mention 
p. 63. P. 64 * Nam non eſt levis aliqu 1 ce 
cruris læſio vel brachii aduſtio, ſed res duriflima & diffcl. M were bor 
lima, nec fine vitæ diſerimine quandoque ſubeunda. DeWi:: i; all ref 
Leg. Heb, I. 1. C. 14. 700. £ 
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fn had by three Children ſucceſſively by the 


operation, he was to be excuſed from circum- 
cjing the reſt ; in conſequence of which there 


who, in thoſe circumſtances, were efteemed fill 
p be in all points as good Tſraelites, and even 
perfect Prieſts as any of the reſt. This 
pethaps will ſtartle you, who have talked 
b raſhly on a ſubje& you were not ac- 
quainted with; and you'll be the more ſur- 
prized to find a Pofitive Precept ſuſpended 
by human Authority for civil and temporal 
ends; yet you will ſcarce except to my 
Author, who was both learned and ortho- 
(ox, and to him I ſhall refer you for the 
If you inſultingiy call for of thoſe who had 
tied by the operation, 

As to the other part of the Cavil, that 


the Forestin was not made in vain; that in 
mary caſes it was better to have it on, than 
'; but for extraordinary, it was wiſely con- 
ed, that there might be /ometbing to ſpare, 


' You will wonder, Reader, to hear that ſome Jews were 


ltd miniſtred at the Altar; and that without the com- 
lint of any, and indeed without any fault very fre- 
ent mention is made in the Talmudiſts of an uncircum- 
Ied Ilraelite, and an uncircumciſed Prieſt If the 
„ ſecond, third Son ſhould die by Circumciſion, thoſe 
ut were born after were not circumciſed; and yet Iſra- 
2 in all reſpects; Prieſts in all reſpects. Lightf. Vol. II. 
700. | 


F 2 ſomething 


were actually many uncircumciſed among them, 


bid does nothing in vain; you anſwer ; that 


ys uncircumciſed; yea, that ſome Prieſts not circum- - 


— — - 
— 


ſomething to cut off asoccafion ſpou'd requirews. 
A moſt admirable Solution; which amount 
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epbth « 
of lug c 


juſt to this; that had nat God wich pw. "Tis 
vided it, he could never have order d it o ary of 
he cr | „ >" HR this Ain. 

Bur fince your Author is ſo impertinent Wi Ciel 
in demanding reaſons for every thing, I bough. 
wonder you wou'd not oblige him wich Wl ce an e 
ſome of thoſe, which yqur Favourites the my lon 
Criticks have collected on this very oc. Thus w. 
ſion; which ſince you have omitted, I ſhall Mall hin. 
take the liberty to ſupply, by preſentig 2 in 5 
him with one or two furniſhed by the /ane um, the 
Lightfoot. The land of Canaan, ſays he, var won 
bequeathed to Sem by bis Father Noah ; esd: 
cauſe Cham and his Son Canaan had deridedMfor the! 
Noah's nakedneſs : when therefore the land wa lim, I p 
70 be ſettled on the right heirs of Sem; 6 Suff do in 
and an Aſſurance thereof ts given in that nen e that 
ber, which had been derided by Canaan ti tir i; ; þ 
loſs of that land. This was a main reaſon wh lad bef, 
males alone were circumciſed, and why in tha arcum) 
member n. Wt is as 

He gives the reaſon alſo why it was (Wl bi; 922 
be perform'd always on the eighth di caſion x 
That as there were ſeven Nations in the lui fe- chang 
which the Iſraelites were to ſubdue, ſo ev: mega 
child of Abraham for ſeven days was lite i Strange 
children of thoſe ſeven Nations; but an thy; of wp 


® F.. " Lightfoot, Vol. I. p. 464- * 
e180 
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en echtb was Lo receive Circumciſian, the pledgr 
ans Wl lis claim to that land o. 

. Tis a thouſand pities that this Adver- 
* Y, Jour has no reliſh, as you ſay, for 


ts ind of Literature; no reverence for 
(riticks or Commentators; for cou'd he be 
tought once to this taſte, we ſhou'd ſoon 

ke an end of all his Scruples, nor be teized. 


es the y longer with che impertinence of Cavils. 
o- Thus where the over-nice Gentleman, as you 
I ſhall al him, is pleaſed to cavil at God's being 
enung Wl (id in Scripture ſo often to repent ; you tell 
e ſane um, that here not one Commentator of note, 
e, wf wou'd have ſet him right, had be been 


ab ; %% d to learn, before he jet up to teach?, 
or theſe Commentators wou'd have told 
2nd won, I preſume, the very fame thing that 
jou do 1n the words immediately following, 
at nen that God is unchangeable, and repenteth 
in to H in a proper ſenſe ; but when he undoes what 
an u 12d before done; or changes his firſt meaſures, 
6 arcumſtances require, be is ſaid to repent : 
at is as much as to ſay; God is really and 
n bis own nature unchangeable, unleſs when 
Kcation requires him to be changeable; nor 
ner changes his mind, but as oft as he changes 
s meaſures, 

Strange force of Prejudice! that ſuch 4 
nz/e of words without the leaſt mixture of 


2 Ib. p. 465. ® P. 29. 
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Fenſe can paſs with a man of learning, f 'Tis 
a grave anſwer to an Objection fo imporMlkiraing 
rant, | ad dec 
N mpuage 

I ſhall next conſider briefly your account any of 
of the Confuſion at Babel: a flory invent ich alſc 
as your Adverſary wou'd inſinuate, by tl longe 
Author of the Pentateuch, 4 to account for ie Gree 
variety of languages obſervable in the uni Many 
which he knew not how to ſolve by natii e end 
cauſes. But here again you tell him in y was 
uſual ſtile, that he has not any reaſon or of), till ir 
tour of reaſon. As to the ſtory itſelf, ever of ti 
one muſt needs own it to be a ſtrange m{iſ'3uages 
Some writers allegorige it, to a mean N boot. 
quite different from the letter; others im the, 
terpret it ſo as to exclude all miracle*: bu theſ 
whatever we are to collect from it, tis N and t 
rain, that it has never made any great ii vuriety 
preſſion on men of letters, however pio ed in t. 
otherwiſe and religious; who in tracing Ui ordinary 
origin and antiquity of the ſeveral languq in the 
ſeldom think it neceſſary to run back WM" always 
Babel; but find the cauſe to be grounded d laſts 
reaſon and nature; in the neceſſary mutabugW"ot but a 
of human things; the riſe and fall of Stan in yo, 
and Empires; change of modes and cuffungf Autor | 
which neceſſarily introduce a profortioaicting on 


change in language. 


i ſcire Poſh 
be matricen 


4 


1 P. 41. * See Calmet Diſſert. ſur la prem 
kngue. p. 3, &e. 1 


(639) 
is from theſe principles, that men of 
karning have in fact demonſtrated the cauſes, 
ind deduced the hiſtory of moft particular 
lnguages from their ſource and origin; not 
mly of thoſe, which now obtain, but of 
hich alſo, as tho* once flouriſhing, are now 


ented ; 
yy th 0 longer in common uſe and practice; as 
fer 11" Greek, Latin, Italian, French, &c. 


ure endeavour'd to prove; that the He- 
ro was the firſt and common language of 
|, till in proceſs of time, thro” the influ- 
ice of the cauſes above hinted at, all other 
uouages ſprang out of it, as naturally, as 


ge one 
> Qu boots from the ſame root, many branches 
ers m the ſame flock l. 

: s theſe obſervations are grounded on 


i, and the teſtimony of hiſtory ; and all 
variety of languages, that have ever ob- 
ned in the world, may be accounted for 
ordinary and natural cauſes, which ope- 
kin the ſame manner at this day, and 
always continue to do fo as long as the 
nd laſts ; as this, I ſay, is certain, we 
tot but allow that there's ſome colour of 
n in your Adverſary's ſuſpicion, that 
Author of the Pentateuch tor want of 
Kling on the natural cauſes of this va- 


"t ſcire poſſimus linguam Hebraicam omnium linguas 
de matricem. Hieron. in Sophon. Proph. c. 3. v. 18. 


Many both of the Ancients and Moderns, 


4 riety, _ 


- * * 
* 
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— . 


neceſſarily have followed from the very di 
per fron and propagation of mankind. 


_ guick diſperſion of the Sons of Noah over th 


I 


* 


45 5 Wn 
Fiety, thought proper to have recourſe t 
miracle and the intermediate interpofition of 
God, in order to procure the greater reve.1 kafts 
rence and dignity to his hiſtory. Eſpecially, tem, 
ſince without any fuch miracle, as all men preve 
of ſenſe will allow, the ſame effect mul Spur 


mſhes 1 
but that 
Wn, 

For fi 
dent, 
om an ' 
emſelue. 
er e's | 


ave b 
22 


But to examine your anſwer to this Cuil 
You fay, that Moſes in that place is mt a 
counting ſo much for the variety of language 
(which was a trifle in compariſon) as for th 


Jace of the earth—Thorns and Briars werl 
ſpringing up every where, Woods and Thicket 
ſpreading themſelves around, wild Beaſts en 
creafing ; and all this while the Sons of Niu 


en nan, 


gathering together in a Cluſter and deni l. able. 
40 continue ſo, inſtead of diſperſing to rem ed 7: 
and cultivate the earth. God wou'd not le niet in- 


their loitering, but interpoſed miraculouſ 
and by confounding their language, confauni 
their ill-contrrved projects :. What an ablut 
and ridiculous account of things is thi 
The Sons of Noah, it ſeems, had formed 
conſpiracy to fruſtrate the deſign of Fro 
dence in peopling the world; by banging 
gether in cluſters ; reſolving neither to di 
nor cultivate the ground; and ſo mult 6 


ſo he, in 
f, tll thy 
m; and 1 


" Genel. c. xi 
gue, P- 3. 


P. 42, 


(42) 
e to ve been choaked up by thorns and briars, 
on of Wi #115 and thickets, or devoured by wild 
tee -% which were multiplying apace upon 
ally, em, had not God miraculouſly interpoſed 
men v prevent it. Tis well however for the 
must ture you are vindicating, that it fur- 


bes no ground for ſuch a vindication; 
ut that all this nonſenſe is purely your 
OWN, 


wident, that the Sons of Noah were fo far 
fm any ſuch reſolution of not difþer/ing 
ſelves, that they had already begun to 
ierſe; had actually ſent off a Colony from 
he Eaſt to the plains of Shinar. About an 
ured years after the flood, ſays Calmet, 
wen mankind found themſelves too numerous, 
hr able to continue any longer together, they 


Ys wer 


Thicket 
2ajts en 


i; wh 


rep ed to e themſelves, and ſend out 
not beamer into different countries x. For this is 
culo to be underſtood, ſays Biſhop Patricꝶ y, 
fauna a the Poſterity of Noah ; much leſs of 
n abſu b b:m/elf; but of à great colony of them; 
is UW when the Eaſt was much peopled, choſe to 


formed /efward. And again; they continued, 


of Proz he, in the mountainous Countries of the 
anging . ill they grew very numerous and wanted 
to dhe; and then deſcended into the Plain, and 
nuſt i 


" Genel. c. xi. * Calmet Diſſert. ſur la premiere 
Re, p. 3. Comm. on Gen. zi. 2. | 


8 fome 


%," 


| For from the Chapter you refer to, a tis 


( 4») 


ame of them aden weſtwardly, And even tho WM ov! 
hk bir marched into chi Plain, — | 4 of 
far {till from any thought of hanging be cnc! 
ther in cluſters, that they knew and clean ill fort 
ſaw that it wou'd ſoon be neceſſary for them ſad t 
to diſperſe ſtill further into other parts of well 
Earth, but had a mind, before ſuch die lap, 
ion, to erect ſome: public monument of thei” prove 
common origin, by building a City and Wi anim 
Tower that ſhou'd reach as high as Heaven" Beer, 
and it was the preſumption and arragam ey ye 
of this deſign, that induced God to baffle Wi": 9d F 
by confounding their language, and to diſperMWſ"icreain! 
them from that place, without ſuſferii me nat! 
them to finiſh what they had project m the 
This is all that can be collected from ii u from 
ſtory, by any rational method of interprMſ"! alw: 
tation: and the ſtory itſelf ſeems introdus rad ar 
for no other purpoſe but to account for i ir cf 
origin of the different languages that obu]Wconveni, 
in the world: nor is there the leaſt grout [ cannc 
for the notion of their Hanging together b filly r 
cluſters, and reſolving neither to ſepari tbes's Z 


themſelves, nor cultivate the ground: a i rye 
tion wholly extravagant and contradic red 2; 
to ſenſe and reaſon: for were it poſliblel if reſolx 
them to form ſuch a deſign, it cou'd m to c 
be poflible to execute it: a multitude di After al 

| at feern 
the clea 
B what / 


- * Quoniam de peena venit multiplicatio, mutatioque 
guarum. Auguſt, de Civ. Dei, I. 16, c. 12. 


grow! 


(43) | 
„ boving cannot hang together in cluſters ; 
"WM oft of neceſfity diſperſe, in proportion to 
be encreaſe of their numbers; want of room 
al force them to ſeek new quarters; want 
ad to culti vate the earth: and you may 
WW well tell us of waters gathering together 
nheaps, as of multitudes gathering in cluſters 
p prevent their own diſperſion. I know 
o animals, that hang ſo much in clufters 
t Bees, yet even theſe diſperſe themſelves 
nery year, and fend ont colonies, as oft as 
he old Hive becomes too narrow for the 
atertainment of their , the 
Fernie nature, that puſhes the infant forward 
tm the narrow womb into the wide world, 
nd from chilaboad ſtretches him out to man, 
fill always oblige a growing people to 
read and enlarge themſelves as foon as 
heir cluſtering together becomes uneaſy and 
convenient. 
[ cannot imagine then whence you took 
s filly notion, unleſs from the picture of 
es's Leviathan; where we ſee juſt fuch 
550 7 multitude as you deſcribe, all 
ered up together into one gigantick Figure, 
if reſolved and prepared in that collected 
m to combat heaven itſelf. | 
After all; you conclude this article with 
at ſeeming complacency and ſatisfaction 
the clearnefs of your ſolution; wonder- 
; what poſſible Offence your ad can 
| G 2 x take 


„re 


644) 
take at it, and defying him to furniſh a be 
ter rationale of it than you have given, By 
pray Sir, what has he to do to give any ry 
tionale at all of a ſtory, which he does ng 
believe? Or ſhou'd he frankly confeſs thy 
he cannot find a better, yet I wou'd nc 
adviſe you to triumph too ſoon, leſt he ſhout 
reply, that tis for that very reaſon he reed 
the whole ſtory, becauſe there's no bett 


very W 
W 1 
nculca 
cflarily 
and e 

of all r. 
Irace ar 
erted, \ 
the p/az! 


ſolution of it than yours to be had; and H 'Tis 1 
cannot take up with a rationale, that hr, mi 
not @ ſcrap of reaſon or ſenſe in it. lat ther 
* | ly, tt 
I ſhall not trouble myſelf with followin oF 7 
you any further through your Anſwers e ble 5 
the Obhjections of this Author : J have alread»: Ven 
ſaid enough to ſhew the Truth of what e re, 
above hinted, that the taſk you have uf :rue, f 
dertaken of vindicating the particular te il into / 
of Scripture from cavil and exception ; oP" Religic 
reſcuing, as you ſay, the Word of God fu And w 
reproach and blaſphemy, is much more lie m you. 
to furniſh matter for new Scandal, th lere at 
extinguiſh. the old: for this, as far as m; of 
experience has reached, has always bee fance to 
and will for ever be the conſequence of fy into 4 
method of defending Religion: ſince tis bu ag 
upon a wrong principle, and proceeds up af C 
a ſyſtem, that cannot be maintained, UW! God 4 
that every ſingle paſſage of the Scriptures, 
call Canonical, muſt needs be received, as f Re 


1 


( 45) 

wry word and as the voice of God bim- 
f. This notion, which you every where 
nculcate, as tis falſe in itſelf, ſo muſt ne- 
ceſſrily lead you into error and abſurdity, 


| A bet 
1. Bu 


my ra 


OCS No 


ſs chend expoſe you to the contempt and ridicule 
1d no ef all rational men, who can never em- 


2 ſhou' 
& reje 
) bett 

and h 


1at he 


race an Hypotheſis, however confidently aſ- 
fred, which they ſee contrary to fact and 
the plain conviction of therr e 

Tis the Obſervation of a late grave Au- 
ur, much verſed in reflections of this kind, 
tat there's u greater cauſe of modern infi- 
tlity, than that ſome opinions and rites are 


owned fo ſuch an immoderate height, as ex- 


ſwers 1's {be abſurdity of them to all men of com- 
 alreadfip”: /e/e ; 20ho out of indignation and an ex- 
what ve renitence, not ſeparating that which 
ave u ue, from that which is falſe, are apt to 


lar tex! into the contrary extreme, a contempt of 


ion; N Religion. 

a fn And what better effect can we expect 
ore like m your preſent vindicatian of Scripture, 
al, tu bere at every objection, you give the a- 
r as Mm; of affronting God to his face; bidding 


ys beef ance to the undoubted truths of God; run- 
ce of i into downwright blaſphemy ; ſhooting up 
tis bums againſt Heaven, &c.? Your Adveriary 
eds up" at Circumcifion ; it is fad, ſay you, 
ned, UW God did require Circumcifion, and wha 
pt ures," 1 
ed, 45. 
1 


Religion of Nature delincaßed, P. bo- 
art 


(46) * 
art thou that replieſt againſt God?. Ju 
tell us, that the — 7 way of oppoſing 4 a tc 
Revelation, pretended to be divine, c OE. noe 
examine the internal merit of its doctrines * 
but the external evidence of the fact; hut Feaknel 
this is certainly lofing time, and bepinnin 
at the wrong end; fince tis allowed on k 
hands, that if any narration can be they 
to be falſe; any dofirine irrational ot nil 
moral; tis not all the external evident 
the world that can or ought to conying 
us, that ſuch a doctrine comes from Gu 
| For my own part, as I have no kindq 
intereſt to ſerve by the belief or eſtabl 
ment of any opinion, befides my prival 
ſhare in the good it may do to the Public 
fo it is the ſtudy and bufinefs of my life 
every enquiry, whether Civil, Natura, 
Religious, to ſearch for and embrace d 
Truth; or, where that is not certainly 
be had, what comes the next to it, pri 
bility. And as in the preſent queſtion, ' 
my perſuaſion, that this way of vindicul 
Scripture cannot poſſibly do any fervi 
but probably much harm to the Cauſe 
are defending ; fo I thought myſelf obig 
by a regard to Truth and the common N 
gion we profeſs; to diſcourage, as far 1 
am able, che progrefs of a work, whic 


K p . - 5 
lik 


(64) 

rey to be attended with ſuch ill eonſe- 
v3 bences: and if in theſe Remarks, , (where 
Rogz have endeavoured rather to ſhew the 
weakneſs of your reaſoning, : than declare 
uy ſentiments of my own) I have uſed any 
areffions of ſharpneſs or ſeyerity, more 
n the nature of the Subject required, 
ey are not to be charged on any envy to 
or merit, or ſpleen to your perſon, bu 
an indignation raiſed in me, to ſee you 
ate fe arbitrarily, and decide jo dagmati- 
ih in points of the utmoſt difficulty and 
(certainty ; and in queſtions where hardly 


Gd 


abu. Commentators have: ever agreed in the 
prag /o/ution, contemn all objections as /ight 
dür trivial ; as the meer effects of ignorance 
V 1 malice ; and beſtow the titles of Fol, and 
urch 


jt, on ſuch as differ from you in opinion, 


ace her of the Authority or Interpretation of 
rainl) WY: texts you arc handling, 
t, ug let after all, what wonderful canviction 
ſtion, r you wrought ; what feats have you 
ic, towards reſcuing the word of Gad from - 

y er; and reproach? In the hiſtory of man's 
Cauſe , you have fixed an interpretation upon 
if obig which Br/hop Patrick declares to be both 

5 and incredible. In the caſe of Cir- 


on; inſtead of ſhewing your Adver/a+ 
guorance, you have betrayed your aun; 
lnying that to be painful or hazardous, 
for the pain of it was often rs 
| tal; 


(48) 
tal; nor allowing the /eaft colour of 750 God 
to an objection grounded in Gabi Cr, 
and confirmed by expreſs teſtimomy. 'Laitly, WW (in a 
in the ſtory of Babel, all that you hat ors 
faid is little better than jargon; unſuppurted Tl 
by Scripture ; contrary to reaſon; and multi there 
needs appear ridiculous to all men of un to all 
derſtanding. l dare 
And now, Sir, I leave you to contempla dation 
the merit of your great atchievernents; be ſhe 
pleaſure which has, I'm afraid, been ſome i be bot] 
what interrupted by the roughnels of ti becauſ 
Addreſs; and to ſhew my own impartial inmors 
ty, and that I am drawn into this contro ard hu. 
verſy by no other motive but a fincen The 
love to truth, and a ſincere reſolution 1 mony o 
embrace it wherever it is to be found; Reaſon, 
ſhall proceed to uſe the ſame freedom wii have in 
your Adverſary, by sketching out a Plan it or a 
N rough Draught of ſuch an Anſwer to hi received 
; as would in my judgment be the moſt e ¶ eier of 
iſ fectual to confute and overthrow his who bwed b 
1 Hypotheſis. 5 Heathen 
hill we — rvtici 
. The Deſign of this Author is to ſe f nany of 
10 that the Chriſtian Religion, as tis n ention a 
ji | " practiſed amongſt us, is not only ul. 4, 
hat 5 miſcbievous; that the Light of Red 1% a0hoy 
or Religion of Nature, is the on G wide \ 
- ought to truſt to; being 2 perfett- and a 0 
ret, ic. 


plete rule of duty in all caſes, both. tous 


— - 2.4 4 
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God and Man; and conſequently, that 
Chriſtianity ought to be aboliſhed, and Rea- 
ſin advanced in its place as the Publick and 
National Religion. | 

That this is the main deſign of his Book, 
there needs no pains to prove; 'tis evident 
to all who read it; and the Author himſelf, 
| dare ſay, will not deny it. On this foun- 
dation then, his whole ſcheme may eaſily 
be ſhewn, even upon his own principles, to 
be both irrational and immoral : irrational, 
becauſe 7mpoſſible to be reduced to practice; 
immoral, becauſe, if poſſible, yet pernicious 
and burt ful to the Publick. 

The firſt may be proved, by the tefti- 
mony of all ages; which reaches us, that 
Reaſon, whatever force and ſtrength it might 
have in particular men, yet never had cre- 
dit or authority enough in the world to be 
received as a publick and authentick Rule 
either of Religious or Civil Life ; this is al- 
lowed by all the great Reaſoners of the 
Heathen World, and the experience of its 
ſufficiency as a Guide of Lyfe, is given by 
many of them as the very cauſe of the in- 
rention and eſtabliſhment of Religion: that 
tle authority of the latter, * might reſtrain 
lie whom the former had been found too 


Ut, quos ratio non poſſet eos ad officium Religio du- 
fret, Cic. Nat. Deor, I. 1. 42. 


H weak 


(50) 


humanity. 


5 - 


weak to keep in order. The. life of man, as 
cording to Euripides a, was once like that of 
beaſts, governed by farce and violence; lay 
were then contrived to repel mpuſticez but 
when theſe proved ſtill inſilſirient, Religim 
was at laſt invented. By whoſe myſteries, ag 
Tully obſerves e, men from a ſavage life by. 
came formed and cultivated, as it were, t 


"Tis then a confeſſed maxim of the Ay 
cients, that Reaſon had not light or far 
enough to guide mankind in a courſe of 
Virtue and Morality: in conſequegee of 
which we find in fact, from the record 
all Hiſtory, that there never was a nation 
in the world, whoſe publick Religion wa 
formed upon the plan of Nature, and iy 
ſtituted on the principles of meer Reaſon! 
but that al/ Religions have ever derivel 
their Authority from the pretence of ai 
vine Original, and a Revelation from Heavi 
This our Author himſelf in many place ce may 
acknowledges, declaring, hat there nm 
Was a time or place without ſome tradition 
Religion or pretended Revelation f. 

Such an untverſal conſent muſt needs | 
owing to an univerſal convittion and ent 


Vid. Plutarch. de Placitis Philoſophor. I. 1. c. 7. 

nibus ex agreſti immanique vita exculti ad human 

tem & mitigati ſumus. Cic. de Legib. 2. 14. 
P. 184. 299. Chriſtian, as old, &c. 


rience .t 
ſeems t 


Y demoli 
inſequet 
ut confi 
Kr irad; 
C place 3 
ber the ( 
Wmerug, 
| the new, 
inſtead 
Ks for 


riend 


En 


fence f the inſufficiency of | Reaſon ; and 
ſems to be the voice of Nature diſclaim 
ing it as a Guide in the caſe of Religion: 
id thus our Azthor's Scheme, by the con- 
{hon of all Antiquity, and even by his own, 
tuſt appear foohſb and irrational, in at- 
enpting to fer up that for a perfect rule of 
if, which from the nature of things ne- 
xt was or cou'd be received as ſuch in any 
or country whatſoever. 


force Should he then gain his end, and actual. 
ſe of) &rnolith Chriſtianity, what would be the 
oe of nſequence; what che fruit of his labours, 
rd; oi" confuſion and diforder ; till ſomè o- 


traditional Religion could be ſettled in 


1 
=_ place; till we had agreed to recall ei- 
od ini" the Gods of the old World, Fupiter, 
NT wee Venus, Cc. or with the [dolaters 


te new, to worſhip Sun, Moon and Stars; 
inſtead of Jeſus, take Mahomet or Con- 
wus for the Author of our Faith? And 
nce may be' demonſtrated the immorality 
' of his Scheme, even upon his own prin- 
Wes, 

for ſhou'd we allow Chriftranity to be a 
r Impofture, on a level only with all the 
fr Impoſtures that have obtained in the 
md; it would not be difficult to ſhew 
m the dictates of Reaſon, that an attempt 
werturn it, as tis now eſtabliſhed by Law, 
med from our Anceſtors, confirmed by 
H 2 . the 


Co 7. 
| human} 
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(52) 
the belief and practice of ſo many ages, muſt te 
be criminal and immoral. u 0 
The Moraliſts of the Heathen World, tho TI 
they clearly ſaw the cheat and forgery of WI City 
the eſtabliſhed Religion, yet always perſuade WW 0rac! 


and recommend a ſubmiſſion to it; well WM vive, 


knowing what miſchief muſt needs befal i bes 2 
the State by the ſubverſion of conſtitutions Th 
ſo greatly reverenced by the people. ed in 
crates, when condemned to die on pretenceil vberbe 
of ſubverting the Religion of bis Country e 1:0 
| denies the charge, and appeals to all v in th 
knew him, whether he did not conſtanii / bur, 
comply with the Publick Worſhips. And 1/2: 
Cicero, as our Author himſelf allows, ofte ip 
reſſes upon his countrymen a ſtrict obſerva ; a 
3 40 the religious Rites ale rl Aut 09%, y. 
rity, and declares all thoſe worthy of the iu 
puniſhment, who ſhould attempt to du Non 
them. And tho' he was himſelf an Aug ftnorum « 
yet he is ſo far from 3 on that a — 45 
count, as this man fooliſhly inſinuate i fir zeige 
that he declares the whole f A tima 
to be a meer fiction; and tho it my Agr 
have been received at firſt on an opinin Wl Ordiar at 
its real uſe in Divination, yet when that of A Cle 
nion was worn off, it was wiſely retained il ' Cie: — 
Upio libri { 
s Xenophon. Apolog. pro Socrate. 3 
1 x 396. | De Nat, De 


498] 

the ſake of Government, and the influence it 
_ on the peace of the Republicł i. . | 
cho The Athenians, upon rebuilding their 
ry of WM City deſtroyed by Xerxes, enquiring of the 
fade WY Oracle, what religious Rites they ſhould re- 
well dive, were anſwered, ſuch as the cuſtom and 

befal WY /2s of their Country had conſecrated k. 

; The Philoſopher Protagoras having decla- 
red in a book of his, that as to the Gods, 
whether they really exiſted or not exiſted, be 
lad nothing to ſay; the Athenians baniſhed 
him their territories, and ordered his book to 
te burnt', And 'twas the fear of the ſame 
punſhment, that reſtrained Epicurus from 
peaking his mind freely on the qa pre 
; and tho he believed nothing of the 
Gods, yet obliged him in words at leaſt to al- 


Non ſumus ii nos Augures, qui avium reliquorumve 
ignorum obſervatione futura dicamus. De Div. 2. 33. 

Nec vero non omni ſupplicio digni P. Clodius, & L. 
ſunius, qui contra Auſpicia navigaverunt— parendum enim 
fuit religioni, nec patrius mos repudiandus, &c. Ibid. 

Exiſtimo jus Augurum, etſi divinationis opinione princi- 
dio conſtitutum ſit, tamen poſtea Reipublicæ cauſi conſer- 
tum. Ibid. 35. 

Ordiar ab Haruſpicina, quam ego reipublice cauſa, com- 
uuniſque Religionis colendam cenſeo. Ibid. 12. 

* Cic. de Legib. 1. 2. 16. 

Cic. de Nat. Deor. 1. 23. Protagoras, cum in prin- 
pio libri ſai fic potuiſſet; de Divis, neque ut ſint, neque 
it non ſint, habeo dicere; Athenienſium juſſu, urbe atque 
gro eſt exterminatus, librique ejus in concione combuſti. 
De Nat. Deor. I. 1. 23. 


low 


3% 

Wh d their exiſtence m. Euripides too, 26 14 

4 | Plutarch informs us , when for fear of the pts 
418 Court of Areopagus he durſt not openly ridi. Wl 
11 cule the Religion of his Country, contrived ta dþ f 3 
| [if it covertly under the 1 Ne characters of E he 
| l ferfons introduced in his Plays. And when I Fr 
MI Diagoras went ſo far as openly to derids # 
1181 their myſterres, they proclaimed à great fe. 115 0 
{| | ward to any one, who ſhould kill him o. 7 ; 
[1h | Theſe were the naxims, theſe the prix 175 4 
10 ciples, which the light of Nature ſu 1 
10 which Reaſin dictated ; and from theſe in- Wil... © 
FN ſtances our Author may ſee how his Attempt 44's 0 
| i would have been treated by a people the Wi *r 
Wilt moſt famed for learning and politencs of a 7 - 
1 any of the Heathen World: It would hate Hows 
| been thought worthy of the laſt pumſomem; 1 ber 

| his book burnt; himſelf baniſhed. W 

N And this may ſerve withal to ſhew. his a 
Met ignorance of Antiquity, in magnifying, as ul 7 
1 he does on all occafions, the moderutim f I y 5 
55 Pagan Goveriiments, in oppofition to Chriſ- 7 N88 
0 tian; that they indulged an univerſal liberty, I © 
Why. never perſecuted for Religion, never quarre- 3 
whit led about their Gods? : for he quite miſtakes 15 7 18 
0 the matter; tis not the Believers of Re; 11 gs 
16 n, 
0 m Video nonnullis videri, Epicurum, ne in offeufionen M pe, 
1 Athenienſium caderet, verbis reliquiſſe Deos, &c. Ib. 3 What 9777 

6 Plutarch de Placitis Philoſoph. I. 1. c. 7. 1 | 
o Aiaryeps THAWYTOY ]], li rig euro» RyiAO, Kc. Joſeph. dnſtr arec 

contr. Ap. I. 2. 37. it. Suid. in Diagor. | 

. ! Joſeph, A 
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| (55) 
rim, but Tnfidels and Atheiſts, who'in every 


the. country have always been the ſevereſt per. 
. Wl (cutors, and cruellgſt oppreſſors of all Civil as 
% Vell as Religious Liberty. For as this life 

of Wi; theic all, they are the more jealous in 


quarding it; the more ſevere in ſuppreſ- 
ling every innovation in practice or opinion, 
which might tend poſſibly to diſturb their 
repoſe : this is the conſtant obſervation of 
| who are verſed in hiſtory, eſpecially in 
that of the Jews; where the Phariſees, 
however ſtrict in the Obſervance of Zheir 
Lbeſigion, were always mild and gentle inthe 
Seat of Fudgment ; whereas the Sadducees, 
tho little concerned for Religion, were moſt 
implacable and rigorous antmadverters on every 
wht tranſgreſion of the Law 9, 

Were Chriſtianity then to be treated as a 
wer Impoſture; on a level only wich the 
aher Impoſtures, that have been received 
nthe world; yet in this view we ſee plain- 
from the dictates of Reaſon and our Au- 
g wn principles, that an attempt to ſub- 
ert it is both trrational and immoral: but 
tould we conſider it as the beſt of all other 
(17:0ns; the beſt contrived to promote 
ulick peace and the good of ſociety; and 
nat ozzr Author in his own book has de- 
onſtrated, as coming the neareſt of all 


MW Jofeph. Antig. 1. 13. 10. it. 20. 8. it. de Bell. Jud. 2.8: 
* others 


6 
others to his perfect law of Reaſon and No- 
ture: Then his crime will be aggravated 
in proportion, as he ſeeks to deſtroy a be. 
ter ſyſtem 0 Religion, in order to introduce 
a worſe; ſince, as is ſaid above, ſome ty 
ditional Religion or other muſt always take 
place, as neceſſary to keep the world | 
order. 
'Tis the tendency of actions, ſays het 
which makes them either good or bad: thi 


fore 
entril 
£1111 
which 
ferper! 
bene 
by the 
confut; 
Winctp! 
The 


that tend to promote human happineſs are alWij"iclic 
ways good; thoſe, that bave a contrary in gion 
dency, always bad: and this he declares i" Laue 
be a never. failing rule, to judge of am rer. 


rely | 


by their tendency* : let's judge him then þ 


his own rule. tis he 1 

The tendency of his book is to a oi 
Chriſtianity, and ſet up Reaſen in its placing 
the thing it ſelf is impracticable, the atteminſelf h 
therefore fooliſh and irrational. this dec 

The tendency of it is to diſturb the i pre: 
lice peace, by overturning a Religion deri ally 
from our Anceſtors; eſtabliſhed by publigh®” 9 
Authority; reverenced by the people; WF", 1 
miſchievous therefore, and dangerous to "4" the 
Society. plain, y 

The tendency of it is to aboliſh a rain th what 
and well-formed ſyſtem of Morality, to ell", Do 
bliſh a /e/s perfect one in its place; tis the make 7; 


P. 345. P. 350. 


(57) 
fore criminal and immoral. Thus without 
entring into particulars, or undertaking to 
uindicate all the fingle texts excepted to, 
which can ſerve only to multipty cavils and 
rpetuate diſputes, our _ Author's general 
{heme may at once be confuted, and that 
y the moſt effectual and deciſive way of 
onfutation, the conſequence of his own 
inciples. 


d Na- 
avated 
aà bet- 
roduce 
ne tra 
ys tale 
orld 


8 Fo The general doctrine, which our Author 
e e vfeſſes to eſtabliſh is, that the Cbriſtian 
ary t: Wiigion is nothing elſe but a Republication of 


Lat of Nature, and cannot be true and 
ory any farther, than as it correſponds 
rely with that original Law: and for 
bis he has produced the concurrent teſti- 
pony of all our principal Divines, eſta- 
Iſhing the ſame opinion as expreſly as he 
mſelf had done; and that they are ſincere 
this declaration, and actually practiſe what 
y preach, he himſelf allows and ef- 


-Jares t( 
F adi 
then b 


» abol 


ts place 
Atem 


* tivally proves in many inſtances. I have 
publ n Jo, ſays he by 4 number of in- 
: le; ances, where Divines themſelves own, that 


= to (42 7he literal ſenſe of Scripture be ever 
plain, yet it muſt not fland in competition 
th what our Reaſon tells us, &c. And 
un, Do not all interpret Scripture ſo, as 
make it agreeable to the touchſtone of 


a ratim 
y, to ell 
tis the 
P. 202. 

{ 1 all 


(58) 

all Religion, the Nature and Reafm f bed . 
Things v? | | 
What's the meaning then of all this 
clamour? What is it that he quarrels at? 
Our Divines not only agree with him in 
his general principle, but actually put it in 
execution, and reduce it to practice. Why 
becauſe there are ſtill behind a few thin 
(mark the expreſſion, for tis Bis own) 
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| | few only, which their ſuperſtition has mai ben . 
fi N them interpret otherwiſe * This is e The 
Nt ground of all that fpleen, which he Hire? 
161 frankly exerts againſt the whole order offs fro 

| Prieſis; that tho they agree with him all e 
moſt in every thing, yet dare to diffeſ”""rar 
from him in any thing; and preſume Mi dire 
interpret a few things fo, as not to ſatifiiſe / 
his ſupreme and perfect Reaſon. ame, tl 

Here we ſee a ſpecimen of his canliſﬀ""g as 
and equity; here the, fruits of that np" 7429 


nevolent principle, that charitable Regi diatel. 
which the /ight of Reaſon preſcribes; ti 


| Governments muſt be diſturbed, Chur it his . 
diſſolved, Priefis proſcribed, becauſe ui be ſa) 
will not in every point ſubmit to his" whic 
fallible Reaſon. What he fays of Dr. Ri ſpend 
gers may much more juſtly be applied MW And h 
himſelf. The Doctor is againſt the PA"? him 
of Rome, but tis to ſet himſelf up in cellency 

F. 425. P. 347- 1 


(59) 

ſm of ſead v. For the Pope, we know, in> 
dulges his followers in many particular 
1 this berſtitions of their own, if they will 
els ate but ſwallow the main and groſs of his 
um i octrines; but this rational Proteſtant will 
t ir not ſuffer even his Teachers, tho agree- 
Wye with him in the main, to diſſent 
Shim him in a few particulars. And is 
own) WM his, to uſe his own words, Popery, 
u mal wor ſe than Roman Popery * ? 7 
is hl The fundamental maxim on which his 
jhole attempt and all his hopes of ſuc- 
ts from it ſeems to reſt, is, that God 
him i not enjoin as à part f Religion, any 
trary or poſitive precepts, which do 
ot directly flow from the reaſon and na- 
fure of things: or what. comes to the 
me, that > cannot oblige us to any 
is can ing as a duty, whoſe natural excellency 


chat Mg tendency to Morality we do not im- 
ReligiWprdiately diſcover by Reaſon and the Light - 
es; . Nature. This is the main article 
Chun his rational Creed; this the fingle point, 
uſe ti he ſays, that muſt decide the queſtion ; 
o his r which reaſon I thought it neceſſary 
- Dr. ſpend a word or two upon it. 
pplied And here again, inſtead of ſquabbling . 
the PAW" him about the real or comparative 
up in| acellency of the Precepts he refers to, 1 
P. 306. # P. 307. P. 114- 
ſte 5 ſhall 


( 60 ) 


ſhall purſue the ſame method, of turning 
his an artillery upon him, and endes. 
vour by his own : reaſoning to confute 
this favourite pofitton of his; which may 
be done, I think, by the very arguments 


ing W. 
juſt th 

nctþ, 
4 of 


of God" 


he makes uſe of to eſtabliſh it. Of which Na. 
I ſhall produce two inſtances. uly /6 
The firſt is an argument formed from „en 


the familar conduct of God towards ug 
in the contrivance of his v:/ible Warks 
and of his Laws. If God's Works, ſays he 
ſhew infinite Wiſdom, there's no reaſon 1 
imagine but that his Laws do the ſame, &« 


re, b 
ence c. 
urious 
ings \ 
ear eve 


And in concluding the argument, God not 
bid, that any of his Laws have not im ume 
fed on them the ſame character of the Meral k 
eft Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that is impreſii u bea 
on the whole frame of Nature, and on cu en. 
ry part of it. The ct 
Now to prove any thing from the h God 
premiſes, the argument ought to run thug! they 
God forbid, that in the whole frame bir 
God's Laws there ſhould nat be the ſame projfiirs be 
of bis Wiſdom as in the whole frame of i! cxcell; 
orks. This is the only concluſion rhalfirchend 
can be drawn from a compariſon of Mſrizin, « 
I Laws and Works; in which every ration us, 
12 Chriſtian muſt needs have agreed wi of 575 
| him. But then this is fo far from pra rode b 
1 | | U. 


2 P. 124. 
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ng what he infers from it, that it proves 
ut the contrary, and overturns the main 
jrinciple of his book. For though the 
ziſe of all ages have from the excellency 
F God's Works collected the excellency of 
ks Nature; yet in thoſe very Works, gene- 
uly jo excellent, all ſtill agree, that there 


1 from /0172 particulars, not only whoſe na- 
rds ue, but whoſe uſe or reaſon of exiſ- 
Works cannot be diſcovered by the moſt 


rious ſearchers into Nature; nay ſome 
tings which, conſidered ſeparately, ap- 
ear even 7220x7045 to the reſt; all which, 
o not underſtood, are yet reaſonably 
eſumed to be good and perfect in their 
neral kinds, and ſubſervient to the ge- 
ral beauty and excellency of the hole 
em. | 

The caſe, we allow, is exactly the ſame 
m the h God's Laws; which, though in ge- 
un thu! they demonſtrate the infinite Wiſdom 
Tame oy {cir Author, yet may in ſome parti- 
me projÞ':rs be ſo contrived, as that the natu- 
ne of i! exceilency of them cannot eafily be 
on thalWyrchended, For were it otherwiſe, tis 
n of Hin, that God would act differently 
ration us, in the diſpenſation of his Works 
ed wil" of his Laus, in both which this Writer 
m pra = for the neceſſity of a fimilar 

oy 
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"Tis then full as unreaſonable to charg | 
all poſitive precepts, ſuppoſed to be fron 
God, that is, all whoſe 2% and relatim 
Morality we cannot comprehend, to fraud an 
impoſture ; as in the viſble Works of Galt 
impute every thing we do not underſtang 
or even every thing that ſeems hurtful, 1 
the contrivancg of ſome malicious Pi 
oppoſite to the Divine Nature. And 280 
the one hand we do not exclude from i 
catalogue of God's Works all thoſe particul, 
in which we cannot trace the marks of I 
vine Vi ſdom; fo on the other, we eam 
exclude from the body of his Laws, thoſe 


injunctions, which ſeem not to have impn 


mo out 
ture, bi 
cou'd t 
md mf 
che j 
joſe of 
ut tea 
the hear, 
ore thi 
bs thro 
nowlec 
mon CO! 
nell, 

N wiſe ( 
Ans ag 


ſed on them the egibie characters of M te 1 
lity. ll mas 
The ſecond argument is in the follow 4 
paragraph, and runs thus. Tig im the c 
ſays he, h that men ſhould have any juſt ii Mus for 
of the perfections of God, who think that 1 22 
dictates of infinite Wiſdom do not carry ii e as ; 
own evidence with them; or are not by H, he 
own innate worth diſcoverable to all mani? B 
were it not ſo, how cou'd they be dijtingu/Wu, or 
from the uncertain opinions of weak and Win an 
lille men, &c. ? This indeed ſeems oppoiftly ur 
to what the Scripture informs us of Wt that 
counſels of God: that his ways are nt man 


man's ways, but unſearchable and paſt ined 


e'F< 12G Habe of 


LOI 


663) 


| ns out : and 'tis not contrary only to Scrip- 


ure, but to Reaſon too: for what difference 


md imper fect; finite and infimte knowledge; 
che finite cou'd clearly diſcover every pur- 
ſe of the infinite? both Reaſon and Scrip- 
ye teach us, that God knows and ſees thro' 
te heart of man; but no man's reaſon be- 
we this ever taught, that Man knows and 
bs thro' the heart of God: that man, whoſe 
nowledge is ſo narrow even in the com- 
mon concerns of life, can fathom all the 
wnſels, interpret all the laws of an inſinite- 
wiſe Creator. Thus his own argument 
uns againſt himſelf. / the dictates of in- 
nite Wiſdom, ſays he, are not diſcoverable 
ll mankind, how cou'd they be diſtinguiſhed 
mm the opinions of fallible men? Whereas 
n the contrary, were it true what he con- 


y juſt ids for, it wou'd be more difficult to di- 
E that NN them: for if all the deſigns of God 
carry a diſcoverable to man, as man's are to 
of by M, he might well fay, where's the diſtin- 


i'm? But there's no one truth more cer- 


In, or flowing more neceſſarily from the 
tk and Wn and nature of things, that tho Gad per- 
ns oppolttly underſtands every purpoſe of man, 

us of chat there not only may be, but really 


t many things, effected by his power and 
Maned by his will, which Man is not 
able of comprehending. 

This 


od there be in Nature between perfect 


1 6 % 


This is the ſubſtance of what I Wound 9 


propoſe for an Anſiver to this Author ; which" 
when explained more at large, and filled” - 
out by proper teſtimonies and -authorities ii 7 
other Writers, might be ſufficient to cond” / 
fute his general Scheme, as well as the funda t& 


mental prigerple on which tis built. But « 


ſhew farther, that whatever be the rea - 
cellency and perfection of Reaſon, yer Mi fa 1 


reaſon at leaſt is very defective and imper 


preſen 
fect, and can have no pretence to ſet upfat 


a Guide in Religion; many inſtances m a 
occaſionally be interſperſed: 07 
1. Of His blunders in points of Hiſtory: fa 1 ory 


tho' he often affirms, that Heatheniſin neu 
taught men to quarrel about Religion, ext) 
in Egypt; nor ever raged to that degree, i 
to occaſion bloedſhed, wars, and perfecutid 
yet Hiftory wou'd teach him, that the p 
liteſt people, as well as the greateſt loye 
of liberty, of the Heather: World, the Gree 
had their Holy Wars, their Solemn Leagi 
and Covenants, as well as Chriſtian Zeald 
particularly one againſt the Phocenfians, 
which Philip of Macedon was choſen: Head 
2. Of his conſiſtency with himſe 
when at ſome times to blacken the r 


11 able 
7 i all 


m an. 
4 - 


2 Demoſthenis Orat. contra Æſchin. p. 95 Edit. Fou . » | 
& Friend. Incredibile quantum ea res. gloriæ Philippo Wl » 9 ** 
dit; illum vindicem ſacrilegii, ilum ultorem Religion ik, "opt : 


Ec. Juſt. Hit. 1. 8. 
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o 


3 f the Church, he appeals tothe pri. 
woud | fo Agr and primitive mk as 3 | 
which ; quire different principles of piety and 
> bay | bp city 0 at other er 1 the 

rities 2 of Religion, he reſle 

to con 4 id, as he ſays, fot * 

funds. ee e PE and corru , dll, and 

But g the farther wr go back; the murr Frauds 
realer T* fnd*. In the fame manner, te 


War > 
. ah 
£08 183 


yet ie the Chriſtian s More dio, he : 
d impericreſents the Pagun and Mabonietan Priefts 
t pſa x very. Saints in compariſon ; at leaſt as 
ces mig mleſs innocent creatures, Who never did 


e s. Vet at other times, to make 
| very cbhuracter und nume of Pricf abo 
n mug able, he declares them to be all a. 
1 of equally wicked; of all Religions the 


fecuti . oe his malice tothe Chrgy; hem he 
keribes Every where as an Order of meh, 
2 and abandoned to wickeaneſs; incon- 
ic Greer with the good of ſociety ; #Yeconcileable 
0 Leone nies to reaſon ; conſpirators ag diſt the li- 
Wy and 'y of Aan whilſt yet 
dev by many inſtances, that the whole 
n Henpoyment of their profeſſion is to explain 
— fo as to make it agreeable to the - 
OY" things: asif hoſe cou'd 


1 109, 2035 31 i P. 162. 5 P. 108. 
233, 282, 142 D 17. = 160, 163, 104, 


0 241. 281, &c. hes. 
9 * gn ; 


I, 


8 £& 


de enemies to Reaſon, who are con 
preaching it up. \ AY PR 
4. Laſtly, of his(0b/:nate: perſeverance 5 
errors, once embraced : this 'appears. fro 
his repeated charge of forgery on the Chun] 
in the caſe of the 20th Article*: t 1h 
charge has ſo oft been confuted and ſhe 
to be graandleſs by ſuch undeniable eu 
dence as can Jsave no: farther room { 
ſcruples with any reaſonable man. 
Thus, Sir, I have etched out the rug 
draught of ſuch an Anfwer to this Auth 
as in my judgment is the moſt likehy 
deſtroy his credit with all who pretend: 
reaſon: my comfort at leaſt is, that if 
does no good, it cannot do any bam 
whereas in your method of treating d 
controverſy, you run 00 great a ritt; el 
pole Religion to too great hazard; and eiſ 
gage on 700 great odds with your Antagonill 
For ſhou'd he fail in his attempt, he lolt 
nothing but reputation by being batile 
nor hurts the general cauſe of reaſon | 
expoſing the weakneſs of his own. B. 
the caſe is different with you; tis the cou 
of Religion, that reſts on your ſhoulden 
and the ſucceſs of it in ſome meaſure de 
pends, on the ſucceſs of your performance 
for whilſt you excite the attention of theNi 
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that Vindication fail in any part, you ſo far 
expoſe the Scripture itſelf to contempt; 
give a real triumph to its enemies; confirm 
them in their infidelity; and inject pro- 
bably new ſcruples where none had been 
entertained before. Leaving it therefore to 
your ſerious confideration, whether you 


ought to proceed any further in fo hazard- 
ous an undertaking 
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